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Dear Fellow Bonsai Enthusiasts,
The cool nights have arrived, and our trees are slowing down their growth. I hope all your trees are looking great and
you are doing final refinement for your show trees.
April Meeting
Thank you to all the members that brought in trees for the critique by David C and David G in our last meeting.
Certainly, some great insights in preparing trees for shows and how to develop them longer term. Great session,
thank you to David and David and all contributors.
It’s Show Time
Our show is in a couple of weeks, and this is the highlight of our club calendar. It will run from April 30th to 1st May
2022 with set-up in the afternoon of 29th April. We would like as many members as possible to bring trees along for
the show. The objective is share with the public and other members our passion for bonsai. If you think you have a
tree that you would like to share, bring it in on the 29th of April and we will find a place for it. Fill in the form for
displaying trees so we know what it is and who the owner is. Bring along a stand for your tree and an accent plant if
you wish. Our judge will select the best trees for award and recognition. Participants of the various classes we have
been running have also been asked to bring at least one tree along for a special display area.
We are a volunteer not for profit organisation, so we need our members help. For the show we welcome volunteers
to help set up the hall on Friday 29th April from 1.30pm. At the show we welcome members to help with the public
and the running of the show. If you have the time, we would welcome the help. Just show up and Bruce and David C
will assign you jobs to do.
Click here to like us on Facebook – Website: Bimer Bonsai Club

Please look at your own collection for stock or other bonsai items to sell on the trade table. For those submitting
plants and products for sale in our popular trade area please fill in the form for sale and bring in your stock for check
in with David C on Friday Afternoon.
May meeting
Our May meeting will only be a week after the show. We have Robyn T presenting on making slabs and rocks. Robyn
has been doing this for a while and has her bonsai business on the Gold Coast. This is a great way to create vessels
and rock plantings for your tree that are natural looking and totally at your own creation. Make the most of this
opportunity to get to know how to do it and create some cost-effective solutions for your art.
Members Choice Tree
Congratulations to Averil S for being chosen as the Members Choice Tree. What a magnificent example, thank you
for sharing it with the other members.

I look forward to seeing you all at our show.
All the best,
Keith S
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FROM THE LIBRARY

Just a reminder to members to return Library books that they may have borrowed and not returned for some
months. Other members may be wanting to borrow out the same books so your cooperation would be much
appreciated.
Jayne C

CLUB CALENDARS
Don’t forget to grab a calendar if you haven’t already. There are some wonderful trees showcased and all entries to
our show are eligible to be chosen for the calendar. A special thanks to Belinda for her hard work compiling the
calendar again this year.

NAME BADGES
With so many new members, it can be hard to remember everyone’s name. If you have a name badge, please wear it
to the meetings. If you don’t have a name badge, please see Jim.

APRIL MEETING AND WORKSHOP
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Acer buergerianum/Trident Maple Bonsai by Harry
Harrington

- used with Harry’s kind permission

Large Acer Buergerianum / Trident Maple Bonsai by Harry Harrington
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Acer buergerianum, the Trident Maple, is grown in many parts of the world as a 'Street' tree due to its tolerance of
pruning, dry soil and air-pollution, these attributes also make it excellent material for bonsai culture. Native to
Korea, China and Japan, Trident Maples can reach heights of 10metres or more.
In the UK, Trident Maples are the most difficult Acer species to locate. Not stocked in garden centres and tree
nurseries, they are also unavailable to collect from the wild. Tridents nearly always have to be sourced from bonsai
nurseries as imported stock.

Leaves of a Trident Maple bonsai
Acer buergerianum differs from its Acer palmatum relatives by virtue of its 3-lobed leaves (as opposed to the 5 or 7lobed leaves of A. palmatum). Leaves are dark-green above and blue-green underneath, turning beautiful shades of
orange and red in Autumn. New buds are a red/brown colour.

The trunk base of a huge Trident Maple bonsai, nearly 20" in diameter
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Bark is buff and flakes revealing a soft-orange under-bark. In maturity the bark becomes darker.
Trident Maples are a very vigorous species, particularly when grown in the ground and are very suitable for field
growing to develop large trunks suitable for bonsai.
BONSAI CULTIVATION NOTES
POSITION
Full sun. Provide light shade for weak-rooted specimens during hot summer periods to avoid leafburn. Thick trunked Trident specimens are often planted in relatively shallow bonsai pots that may dry quickly during
the Summer; these should also be provided with some shade from the afternoon sun.
Roots have a high moisture content and are susceptible to frost damage. Frost protection should be afforded when
temperatures drop below -5°C. Avoid organic/peat based soils as the cycle of waterlogging and frost can damage the
roots.
FEEDING
Feed once a week for the first month after leaves appear in the Spring to help strengthen new
growth. Thereafter feed every two weeks.

Repotting the large trident maple bonsai
REPOTTING
Annually as buds extend. Use a very free-draining soil mix. Tridents have very strong and vigorous
rootgrowth that is very suitable for the creation of good trunk-flare and nebari. Tolerant of aggressive root pruning.
PRUNING
Allow new growth to extend to 2-5 leaf pairs/nodes and then prunen back to one or two pairs of
leaves (depending on a position on tree) throughout the growing season.
Keep on top of the most vigorous shoots in the apex and upper branches to stop them becoming too thick and
weakening the lower and inner branches. Continued pruning of these apical areas will distribute vigour throughout
the tree.
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Prune all branches back hard after leaf-fall or in late Winter. Removal of large branches or trunk-chopping should not
be carried out in early Spring as this can cause excessive sap-loss.
Trident Maples are very suitable for defoliation and leaf pinching techniques. With defoliation and increased
ramification of the branches, leaf-size can be reduced dramatically.
Wiring should be carried out with care as bark marks easily and branches thicken quickly.
Trident Maples are very easy to approach and thread graft new branches and roots. However, given their tendency
to backbud easily and continually, it can be worth waiting for an appropriate bud to start developing before resorting
the grafting.
For further pruning details please refer to the Advanced Acer palmatum article at Bonsai4me.com. The guidelines on
Trimming, Defoliation,Branch Pruning, Pinching Back, Internode Distances, Use of Sapdrawers and Positioning as all
as equally applicable to Acer buegerianum as they are to Acer palmatum.Trumming
PROPAGATION Easy to propogate from seed, sow outside as soon as ripe. Air-layer in late-Spring. Take hardwood
cuttings in Winter, softwood cuttings in Summer.
PESTS AND DISEASES

Aphids, caterpillars, scale insects, mites and leaf-scorch.

STYLING
Acer buergerianum have powerful roots and are particularly suited to root-over-rock forms. Suitable
for all forms except formal broom with single or multiple trunks in all sizes.
***

What to do if you can’t access Bimer’s Newsletter
DO THIS NOW TO ENSURE YOU RECEIVE
EMAILS IN THE FUTURE

This can be used for any emails – but especially Bimer’s Newsletter
First: Look in your junk folder to see if it’s in there, if it is, move it into the inbox and follow the instructions below.

How to add an email address to your list of contacts:
Do this when you first receive an email from the sender you want to add to your Contact List:

Left click once
on the email
here:
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Right click on the sender’s email address and then left click on ‘Add to Outlook Contacts’:

How to add a Sender to your Safe Senders List:
Left click once on the Information Message above your email:

Then left click on Add Sender to Safe Senders List.
You should now be able to see the pictures. The email will now look like this:
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Weed Control by Stephen Cullum
I’ve been under pressure lately, weed pressure. Specifically, Military Fern. It’s been coming up everywhere even in
the spaces between the bricks holding my benches up, just more and more of it. And what’s worse it doesn’t really
react quickly to the ‘go to’ Glyphosate.
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I set about looking for an alternative having seen a posting on line somewhere about Pine Oil being effective and
then where to get it. There is a product available called Bioweed Organic but only online and by delivery. Desperate
times call for desperate means so I bit the bulled and ordered a bottle. OMG this stuff is like nuclear annihilation for
weeds. I sprayed a few test spots in the morning and by lunchtime they were pristine little circles of nothing. You
probably don’t believe me just as I wouldn’t have believed it if Id not seen it myself. BUT IT HAPPENED.
Suffice to say the next morning I blitzed the weed everywhere, used up the whole bottle and by lunchtime day 2
nearly got rid of all the military weed in my bonsai garden. AMAZING. Instant gratification.

Then I was talking to a friend about my newly found lethal weapon and he told me about SLASHER. Yes, it is the
name of a weedicide product and available at Bunnings. It is a different organic material but is just as effective as the
Pine Oil. It’s so good to go to my bonsai nursery now and I really have to search to find a weed. A great weight off my
shoulders.
In the before and after photographs the Slasher was sprayed on the plant on the left. The plant on the right has been
sprayed with a mixture of vinegar, salt
and surfactant. These are the
ingredients of another commercial
product available at Bunnings.
(surfactant = detergent like stuff). As
you can see (after photo, right hand
plant) it is almost as effective and very
cheap when you make it yourself. The
time between the two photographs
was 24 hrs but in sunshine you can
see the same result in around 4 hours.
These products act to desiccate the
foliage and so may need reapplication
on any reshooting. Run your own tests
before spraying on the surface of your
bonsai pots.
***
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ACU Guava dig by Pierre-Antoine
The trees have overall very well responded to the heavy
pruning we did back in spring last year. A couple of weeks
ago, I pruned back the shoots that were too long. The dig
is scheduled for Saturday the 11th of June, meeting at
same location at 9am.

In the next Newsletter, you will find all the information (digging,
best suited soil and containers, aftercare,..) you need to be
prepared and ready for the trees you will collect.
Looking forward to it !

NOTICE BOARD

30 Apr – 1 May 2022
7th May
4th June
Fri 1st to Sun 3rd July
6th August

19-20 March
16-17 April

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities
Bimer Annual Show Mt. Coot-tha
Robyn Tarrant – Rocks & Trays
Junepers – Extreme Bending
Bonsai Intensive
Marie Hewartson – Pot-making
Other Bonsai Related Activities
Horizons BSQ
Wondai Garden Expo
Local Bonsai Shows

27 March
18 September

Redlands
BSQ
Toowoomba
Gold Coast Tweed Show
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