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Dear Fellow Members,
What a great attendance for our February meeting. It was great to see so many familiar and new faces.
The courses went well. The Advanced course was reportedly very happy over at the bowls club. Skills and Knowledge
Course worked on refinement and had a huge number of successful air-layering which was done in November. Well
done guys. There will not be a tree not under threat in Brisbane.
In March will we have the Advanced, Skills & Knowledge and a Beginners Session as well as a workshop. It is going to
be busy.
Thank you to Karen from Redlands Bonsai Society and Tony D’A from Bonsai Society of Queensland for sharing their
program for the coming year. There is going to be plenty of Bonsai activity in Southeast Queensland.
I must say the feedback from members to me about Steve Cullum’s presentation on Melaleucas was huge. A totally
interesting an informative session. 16 totally different Melaleucas as bonsai. Local and available. Fast growing and
beautiful. He has kindly agreed to include the pages in this newsletter so enjoy and start your own Melaleuca Bonsai.
Thank you, Steve.
Then follow-up with Tony W. from Bonsai Society of Queensland presentation on Miniatures and Shohin had
everyone fully engaged. His creative stands, variety of species and his clever watering safeguard had everyone
enwrapped. Your passion and knowledge were greatly appreciated. Thank you, Tony W. And thank you Tony D’A for
your assistance.

Click here to like us on Facebook – Website: Bimer Bonsai Club

Steve T. spectacular Melaleuca was chosen by the members as best display tree. But the competition was tough.
Well done, Steve.

New Members
I would like to welcome some of the new and renewed members (we use first name and initial in public documents
so as to protect each other from the more unscrupulous):
For January
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bradley B
John C.
Lee K
Kurt F.
Ross C.

For February so far
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Julie T.
Robert P
Greg H
James
Glen

So welcome to the club. We look forward to sharing the love of Bonsai with you.

Bunnings
We have been invited back to Bunnings Virginia for the third time for community engagement. David and Jayne
thank you for volunteering. They donate to our raffles and plants so please support the event and Bunnings.

ShowTime
Show Time is coming. Preparations are well underway for the Bimer Bonsai Club Show at the end of April/Start of
May. Get your bonsai ready to share with the broader community. Also, if you have plants, tools, books, pots or
anything bonsai to sell the Marketplace is legendary either if you are selling or buying. So, get ready. More details at
the next meeting.

Our Constitution
Ahead of a presentation to members at our AGM in July the committee is reviewing the constitution to update some
aspects that are no longer applicable. Albert G has taken responsibility for coordinating everyone’s feedback and
documenting changes. He will be ably assisted by Pierre and Tony S. Should you have anything you think the
committee should consider for presentation to the members please email it to info@bimerbonsai.org.au or speak to
one of the sub-committee members.

Courses, Training and Next year’s courses
We are passed halfway and towards the end of the Advanced and Skills and Knowledge Courses. The committee is
considering running 5–6-month courses next year starting in July. This will allow more participants and two in takes.
Some are finding the 10-month commitment a bit hard. We would welcome any feedback you have. Come and see
me or email me.
We are pleased to also announce a new course on Native Bonsai being run by Albert G, our most knowledgeable
“Native” more details to follow.
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Next Month
We will have workshops which Brad Stuart will be your guest for advice and to discuss your bonsai. Bring along your
trees to work on from 9.00am to 12.30pm. Remember the show is coming so get the trees ready.
Brad Stuart will then be joining us to speak all about Figs in the afternoon. He has a monster to work on which was
donated by a very generous member, who has asked to be nameless. The taper and size are amazing. A great club
tree of the future.

Brad was one of the first people I met in the Brisbane Bonsai community. His passion for figs and black pines is
legendary. He is a meticulous wirer and has spent time in Japan studying with Koji Hiramatsu. His knowledge and
skills will make this a great presentation.
Please bring along any fig or other tree to share in our display area so we can enjoy. The committee has banned my
wooden spoons, so we will have a better voting system next month.

Bougainvillea
Last month I shared the bougainvillea that we dug up. I thought I would share the current picture. I can’t believe it. I
will be pruning them back a bit to help them develop as bonsai. They are over 25 years old. True Bonsai Treasure. I
welcome any ideas on how we could use them in the club. At present our plan is to sell a few at excellent prices at
the show and use some of the others as part of one of the courses we have next year.
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Today

Brisbane International Bonsai School
I wanted to give a callout to Tony Bebb who is back after being stuck in New Zealand for an eternity. I have done a
few lessons with him, and his knowledge and design eye are one of the best in Australia, and the world.
Just in case you didn’t know he runs regular and casual sessions at his place, and you can also get him to give you
private lessons to help with your collection. You can find his details on Facebook.
So, thank you all and I look forward to seeing you all next month.
All the best
Keith
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JANUARY CALENDAR TREE

Trident Bonsai
This old Japanese Trident Maple started life as a cutting struck in 1985 by John Eastment, Australian Bonsai Gallery.
It, along with many other JTM cuttings, was container grown for the first year to develop some strength.
In its second year it was transferred to my pre-bonsai development beds, in the open ground, and allowed to grow
freely for the next 5 years.
Over the following ~7 years, each year it was dug up and root pruned to develop a good nebari and lower trunk
taper.
Once the nebari and lower trunk were sufficiently developed the tree was transferred to a very large plastic training
pot.
To assist in good root development, and to promote an easy transition into a bonsai pot, a 10” pot
Bimer Bonsai Club disclaims all responsibility for the content and technical accuracy of the articles published in this newsletter.

was placed, up turned, in the base of the training pot.
The tree remained in this pot for a number of years while John worked on the style/design of the future bonsai.
Finally, in 2002, this tree was ready for its transition into the bonsai pot pictured here.
Since then, this bonsai has been continually refined to
improve branch ramification and to reduce the leaf size.
At the time of sale this bonsai had achieved a very
attractive nebari, great taper in the trunk, balanced and
refined branch structure, and an acceptable leaf size.
With further care and refinement this bonsai will develop
further branch ramification and the resulting further
reduction in leaf size.
Autumn colour is very good in this tree. This can be further
enhanced though by keeping excess moisture away from
the bonsai from late Summer.
“I was very happy with the progress of this bonsai and hope
that it brings as much satisfaction to you, Keith, as it has for
me over the past 34 years.” John Eastment, The Australian
Bonsai Gallery

29th August 2019 Keith takes on stewardship of the tree. The picture the day of handover.
The tree travelled with Keith to Canberra for a week with Ryan Neil and Koybashi. Then the long drive back to
Brisbane. The tree travelled well and enjoyed the new garden in pride of place.
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Vigourous Growth after a
repot in a akadama/scoria
and pumice mix. Lots of
pinching back of new
shoots in the spring.

Recognition at the Bonsai
Horizons Event in Brisbane
2021

***

FEBRUARY CALENDAR TREE
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This Azalea I got from a good friend from the bonsai club back in 2018. I re-potted it into a larger shallow pot for
around two years. In that time it was wired a couple of times, along with regular pruning. It then was potted into a
bonsai pot in 2020. David G.
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MEETING SET UP AND BREAK DOWN
Bimer is not just run by the committee – it is run by all members. Please help with the set up of the hall
which starts at 12.00pm and at the end of the session when there is quite a bit of packing up to do. If you
have a particular skill you think can help with the running of the meetings please see Keith or a committee
member.
***
STEVE CULLUM’S PRESENTATION ON MELALEUCAS (NOTE BY ALBERT G)













Australia has one of the most diverse range of flora. Around 800 species of Eucalypts, 100 Leptospermums
and 300 Melaleucas.
There are different Melaleuca species found all over Australia in different environments and climates.
Knowing where a Melaleuca grows naturally helps with knowing what environment/climate it will thrive in.
Starting from tube stock is a great source of material as most Mels grow relatively quickly.
Prefers styling like a natural evergreen tree. In this style, the upper branches are pointing upwards to form
the rounded apex.
Callistemons have recently been renamed as Melaleuca species recently.
The softer bark of Mels may get black or green moss/algae growth due to excess water being soaked up in the
bark.
o Use undiluted vinegar to control moss.
o Use a metal salt solution such as Copper Sulphate to control black slimy growth.
Some select species discussed:
o Mel. Linarifolia ‘Çlaret Top’
 Very happy in our climate.
 Has very small leaves and back shooting is quite prolific.
 Will need to reduce the number of shoots to limit the branches that will grow from the one
area. If ‘hedge’ pruning is only done to the new shoots, you will end up with a messy branch
structure.
o Mel. Bracteata
 Good species for bonsai and is very adaptable.
 Has good internodal distances.
o Mel Viminalis (formerly Callistemon Viminalis)
 Good grower with hard fissured bark.
o Mel. Leucadendra
 Weeping paperbark commonly used as a street tree.
 Naturally grows in the northern parts of Australia, so gets lots of rain, with periods of dry
weather.
 There are two leaf varieties. The fine leaf form is better suited to bonsai.
o Mel. Quinquinervia
 Naturally has large leaves, but in cultivation they reduce well.
 Well suited to bonsai culture.
o Mel. Alternifolia
 Similar look to Mel. Linarifolia. Has a strong oil scent when rubbed and is used by the Tea Tree
oil industry.
 Not as vigorous growth as other species but is interesting. A local species.
If you are unsure if a species will readily shoot back on bare wood, wire and bend the trunk past the horizontal.
It will want to grow up and should put a shoot out where it was bent.
It is worthwhile trying different species to see what works well with your cultivation style and environment.
Melaleucas offer a great capacity for some interesting bonsai.
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TONY WATT’S PRESENTATION ON SHOHIN AND SMALL BONSAI (NOTES BY ALBERT G)





Shohin size is about 25cm from top of pot to top of tree. Shito and Mame classifications are smaller.
Uses any native/exotic tree that has small leaves.
Soil used is Akadama, Scoria, Zeolite. Sieved to 2mm.
Styling
o To keep the trees at the desired height, need to cut the branch structure lower down to allow it to
grow in to the final design. Have a plan of where you want the final design to go.
o Most trees will reduce their leaf size with regular pruning.
o Use wire to style as normal bonsai, but with a finer grade to suit the finer branches.



Watering
o Hardest thing with trees this small is keeping them alive.
o Grow the smaller trees in a gravel/sand tray.
o What worked best for keeping the trees moist was a shallow tray with fine gravel or coarse sand. There
should be a hole in the bottom, which then has a small tube that comes just below the height of the
tray lip. Any water keeps the tray wet and any excess is drained.
o Other ideas used to keep the tree moist were using a wick through the pot hole into a water reservoir
and also sitting the tree and pot in a bigger pot filled with a potting substrate.
o Let the tree roots grow into the gravel media in the tray.
Fertilising
o Uses fillable tea bags placed on the surface to hold solid fertilisers, such as rooster booster and
Osmocote.
o Depending on stage of development, fertilise accordingly. Trees growing on get extra fertilizer. Those
where styling is done and need to be maintained have less fertilizer applied.



***

Steve T’s Melaleuca –
Voted best display tree February
meeting.
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NAME BADGES
With so many new members, it can be hard to remember everyone’s name. If you have a name badge,
please wear it to the meetings. If you don’t have a name badge, please see Jim.
CLUB CALENDARS
Don’t forget to grab a calendar if you haven’t already. There are some wonderful trees showcased and all
entries to our show are eligible to be chosen for the calendar. A special thanks to Belinda for her hard work
compiling the calendar again this year.
MEMBERSHIPS
If you are unsure if your membership is current, please check with Jim at the next meeting.
We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as
follows: Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #:
10112801 – REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid.
***
NOTICE BOARD

5 March 2022
5 March 2022
5 March 2022
2 April 2022
2 April 2022
2 April 2022
30 Apr – 1 May 2022

19-20 March
16-17 April

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities
General Workshop 9am – 12pm
Skills & Knowledge/Advanced 9am – 12pm
Brad Stuart Figs 1.30pm - 4 pm
Workshop – show prep 9am – 12pm
Skills & Knowledge/Advanced 9am – 12pm
Show critique the 2 D’s 1.30 pm – 4 pm
Bimer Annual Show Mt. Coot-tha
Other Bonsai Related Activities
Horizons BSQ
Wondai Garden Expo
Local Bonsai Shows

27 March
18 September

Redlands
BSQ
Toowoomba
Gold Coast Tweed Show
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