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Dear Fellow Members,
What a great turn out for a huge day. Thank you to all the members that participated and especially those that
helped setup, assisting with the courses and workshops, and of course those that helped pack up.
Lindsay B’s Advanced Course had a great turnout and the merged trunks looked amazing. I hope we will see them at
our show next year. We are considering offering an additional Advanced Native Bonsai 6-month course next year. If
you are interested, we will be sending out expressions of interest next year once details are finalised.
The Skills & Knowledge Course learnt a bit about wiring with a huge help from some of our more experienced
members. The trees looked awesome. Thank you, guys. The Junipers look like they are getting set for the show!
Kimberley from Bonsai Academy in Toowoomba assisted with the Members Workshop for free. A great difference to
the quality of trees worked on, the feedback was excellent. Kimberley kindly brought Margaret along who also
helped, and we thank them both.
Kimberley’s day was not completed as she did an extremely detailed presentation on Buxus. I re-potted mine when I
got home, inspired by the amazing trees she brought. Kimberley also supplied us with comprehensive notes on
species, styles, insects, and care. Thank you, this level of information helps all of us to learn to continue to improve.
We will include them in the December newsletter. Her passion and great communication were evident and made the
time fly.
The new display was a great hit again. Thank you to Jim, Brad and Steve for setting it up. The wooden spoons voted,
and the Members Choice was another tie.
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Congratulations to David G with his Azalea Sao-tome and Geoff S with his flowering Baeckea. Both winners!
Thank you for filling out the surveys, it was very helpful. Survey feedback was very high for what we are doing as a
club and with requests for flowering bonsai, Azaleas, and natives. We will incorporate this feedback in the upcoming
program.
Albert had secured the display materials specified by the AABC for the World Bonsai Convention in Perth. Tony took
some photography which is in the newsletter. We will have another photo session early next year. Please prepare
your trees so we can enter as many Bimer Tress as possible.
We regret that we did not get the Community Grant from Kedron Wavell as hoped but will apply again. The focus
was on improving the courses we offer and get materials for the club. Maybe next time.
We have had a discussion on badges. We would like everyone to wear one at meetings. The club purchases these for
members. There has been requests for first name only. The committee has decided to leave it up to you. So, if you
don’t have a badge see the club table next meeting and order yours with whatever you want to call yourself. No
Mickey Mouse badges will not be made.
Congratulations to Lindsay Bebb. The Australian National Bonsai and Penjing Collection has named him their Patron.
The NBPCA Patron will act as an ambassador for the Collection and assist forming and reinforcing working alliances
with similar facilities around the world. Great choice.
See you at our next meeting.

Golden Opportunity to get your hands on some
amazing trees
Evelyn and Mark Godfrey have decided to sell some of their huge collection. Be there or miss out.
7 California Road, Oxley 10am to 4pm, Sunday 28th November 2021

Next meeting is our Celebrate meeting
Purpose: to enjoy and celebrate the last year before our break. We will not have a meeting in January. To raise
money for charity through the sales of member donations.
Go through your Bonsai collection, cupboards, and stock area for donations for the Silent Auction. Remember half of
the money made is donated to charity so make sure you bring good quality saleable items.
Any club profits also go towards funding activities held throughout the coming year. Make sure any green stock is
free of ants and weeds and has not been watered on the day. Festive items, especially wine, are welcome. Please
only quality items out of respect of your fellow members
Just a reminder that the Trade Table will not be open at the December meeting
Bring plenty of change to buy all the things you need.
Raffle: we will have a holiday basket for the raffle
Silent Auction: A huge collection of donated Bonsai related items. (Wine is a work tool) for you to silently bid
on.
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Auction Tree: the huge Elm that we have had 3 workshops on will be up for bids. All money to help the club
with its activities. We will take credit cards for this one.
Food: We will have sandwiches, cake and platters of food provided.
Punch: Bruce’s famous punch will be served.
What to bring:
o Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, training trees and green stock. Tools, pots, display items anything to be donated
to the auction
o Your money to pick up a bargain
We promise it will be a fun day. Please make sure you can join your fellow club members.
***

NOVEMBER CALENDAR TREE
Jaboticaba by Peter H
Do grapes grow on trees?
I think we all know that grapes grow on vines. They are good to eat and are excellent for making wine. One
disadvantage is that they only produce one crop each year.
Imagine a tree that produces grape like fruit that can be eaten fresh and can be used to make a nice fruit
wine. The biggest advantage of this tree is that in an ideal environment it can produce four or five crops
per year. In Brisbane two or three crops is usual. Such a tree does exist.
The tree is the calendar tree for November. Myrciaria cauliflora (Jaboticaba) a rain forest tree from South
America. It is an excellent subject for bonsai. Its natural growth habit is multi trunk but it can be trained as
a single trunk informal upright. It has interesting bark but the biggest advantage is that the fruit grows on
the trunk and inner branches. This means that the foliage can be pruned without impact on fruiting. It can
be easily propagated from seed and likes plenty of water.
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***

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Come along and help us reflect on a strange year for the club. Sample some of Pierre’s world famous sandwiches,
Bruce’s world-renowned punch and many other delights. Food will be served throughout the afternoon as the silent
auction progresses. Remember you must be a financial member to attend.

Tree in NBPCA Collection by Leigh Taafe

The bonsai pictured below is believed to be the oldest tree in Australia to have been grown and designed specifically
for bonsai that is still alive today. It was kindly donated to the National Bonsai & Penjing Collection of Australia
(NBPCA) by Dorothy Koreshoff and was originally grown by her late husband Vita.
Vita arrived in Brisbane, Australia, from Manchuria in 1928, with his parents and sister. Initially because his mother
was feeling homesick, Vita was prompted to make a few bonsai, thinking that these would serve to remind his
mother of their previous home. This began Vita’s interest and enjoyment in creating and growing bonsai, an interest
that he continued to enjoy for the rest of his life.
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In their home in Brisbane, some of the
trees that Vita had propagated were
planted into the ground when the
decision was made to move from
Brisbane to Sydney. However, a
number of trees were brought to
Sydney at the time of this move, one
of them being the pictured “Sawara
cypress” (Chamaecyparis pisifera
‘Squarrosa’), grown from cutting in
1937.
The tree has had many techniques
applied to it. It was split down the
centre to alter a bar branched
appearance, but after 50 years the
callous has almost filled the gap. Vita
also formed sinews on the trunk by
making a sliced cut down the trunk, allowing it to callous before slicing again and again, which produced depth and
appeal as a raised sinew. As time passed, the trunk has developed into the most interesting feature to reflect its age.
Tree dimensions – 1200 high (including pot) x 1300 wide.

Japanese Potter by David C
As most of us are aware, Club member Bradley Barlow, is a well-known collector and authority on antique Japanese
and Chinese Bonsai pots and has previously written articles for International Bonsai magazines on this subject.
Bradley has recently written another article for the “BCI Bonsai and Stone Appreciation” magazine featuring the
work of the Japanese potter Heian Tofukuji. This is a fascinating study on the work of a potter regarded by many
as the greatest Japanese potter to have ever lived.
As you would expect, the article has been meticulously researched and provides us with a rare insight into this
remarkable potter together with photographs of some of his outstanding work.
Look out for this article in the next edition of the BCI magazine and I am sure you will enjoy reading about the
extraordinary but ultimately sad life of this remarkable potter.
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The Importance of Buying Established Bonsai – Part 2 by Steve Turner

In this article I want to talk
specifically about developing
pine bonsai. How many years
does it take to develop a refined
pine bonsai? 10, 20, 30 years?
More?
This is a red pine that is nearly
50 years old.
It’s a large tree, standing around
80 cm tall. The first 20 to 25
years of this tree’s life was spent
developing the trunk (by Ray
Nesci I believe). The next 5 or so
years were spent acclimatising it
to a pot and developing the
initial structure. This work was
performed by Ken Judd and his
bonsai friends (the Bundy boys).
Here’s the same tree in a Bimer
show in the 90s.
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The tree was further refined by Ken over the years. Notice that the lower left-hand branch has been removed and
the ramification and movement has improved.

I acquired the tree in March 2010, when the tree was around 35 to 40 years old. Here’s what it looked like in 2010.
It’s a beautiful old tree at this point, just a little overgrown and in need of repotting.
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I restyled the tree in late 2010, turning it around, removing the two lowest branches, decandling and wiring it. It
looks quite sparse at this point but that’s quite common after decandling. The branch stubs look ugly but are very
useful anchor points for pulling the branches above them down. I’m still using the jins that they became for that
purpose today.

It grew very well that summer and by the end of March 2011 it had filled out nicely.
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In late August 2012, it was repotted into a deeper Tokoname container.
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Fast forward to when it was displayed at the BCI/AABC convention show at the Gold Coast (QT Hotel) in August 2014

For the past 7 years (where has that time gone?) I have simply repotted, decandled, thinned and wired it as required
to maintain and improve is health and general appearance. It’s one of the oldest and most beloved trees in my
garden (even though I can’t lift it by myself anymore).
So, beyond sharing the history of this tree and the wonderful people that contributed to its development, what’s my
point? Well, if I started this tree from a seedling, I would be a very old man before the tree looked like this. I would
never have had the opportunity to learn the skills required to maintain and refine an old tree and my younger pine
bonsai wouldn’t have benefited from that experience.
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Does it take 50 years to develop a fine old pine bonsai like this? I think the short answer is yes. Sure, some people
might be able to achieve the same results in a decade or two less, but I feel truly grateful to be part of a community
of people who have contributed to the development and appreciation of this beautiful old Japanese Red Pine. I hope
to continue sharing it with our community and when the times comes (hopefully not too soon), passing it on to its
next custodian.

***

SILENT AUCTION
Remember to bring your donated items from 12.00pm to be laid out of the tables ready for the auction
bidding start at 1.30. The large elm that Lindsay Bebb worked on last month (shown below) will be
auctioned as a stand alone item.

***
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Fig Repot by Albert G
Recently Pierre and I went to David G’s place to help repot
a large fig he had. The pot had been broken a few years
back from being transported to our annual show.
Once out of the pot, the bottom of the root ball was cut
back using a reciprocating saw. The broken pot is shown
in the background.
Next, the top section of
the roots were cleaned
out. As seen in the
photos, the tree has a
good root spread with
plenty of fine roots.

I don’t know why, but it must
have been blue shirt day. The
new pot was slightly bigger
than the previous, so the fig
had plenty of room to grow.
As the tree canopy has grown
over the years, the larger pot
suits it better.

The final photo shows David and his
tree in its final spot in his beautiful
garden. It was quite a heavy beast.
After all the hard work we enjoyed a
nice chicken curry lunch made by
David, which topped off the day
perfectly.
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***

Summer-time and the livin’ is easy…… by David C.

Well maybe not so easy for our Bonsai. Those of us living in the Brisbane area are all too well aware that our Winters
last for about seven and a half minutes. Our Spring is probably even shorter and with one of our October days reaching
almost 37degrees we can safely assume that the long, hard days of Summer are upon us.
Now while our trees need the sun it is timely to think about just how much daily Summer sun they can endure and for
just how long they can endure it and very importantly whether we need to take steps to provide some protection.
I am sure that all of us have felt the sides of our bonsai pots during Summer and realise just how hot they can get
especially the glazed pots. We can only imagine the effects of that heat on all of those fine feeder roots that we are
trying to encourage. So what can we do to prevent the damage that may occur as a result of over exposure to direct
sunlight?
The obvious prevention is to limit that exposure through the use of some sun protection and I don’t mean rubbing
them with 30+ sun screen. Placing them in a position that receives morning sun away from the hottest part of the
day, i.e. 11am to 3pm is ideal, but it is not always achievable – maybe under the shade of a tree. Again not always
possible. So I suspect that we need to think about shade cloth.

Bimer Bonsai Club disclaims all responsibility for the content and technical accuracy of the articles published in this newsletter.

The use of shade cloth is a long established
world-wide practice to provide protection to
plants and certainly an easy solution. The
30% sun protection screen works best for us.
But are there any issues with its use? The
only caution I would have would be to
ensure that there remains plenty of air
circulation around the trees, making sure
that the shade cloth is high enough away
from the trees so that it does not inhibit air
circulation. In protecting the trees from the
sun you don’t want to introduce fungal
problems that can be caused by poor aircirculation. The optimum situation would be
to have a system that enables you to put the
shade cloth over the trees at 11am and pull
it back at around 4 pm thereby allowing in
the cooler night air.
Another method that I read in a Bonsai Focus
magazine, is where pieces of thin cork were
used to line the inside edge of the pot. The
cork acts as an insulator against the direct
heat from the sun. The grower had achieved
much success with this method. I use pieces
of wood that cover the outside of the pot
preventing the sun hitting the side of the
pot. May not look so great, but it works.

The use of water trays is also an excellent method to protect the smallest of our trees (Shohin). The tray is filled with
small stones/gravel and then topped up with water. The idea is to have the trees sitting on top of the gravel. This
method is practiced with much success by many Bonsai enthusiasts here in Brisbane.
There may be other methods of sun protection to help our trees flourish over the summer period but, and especially
if you are new to the art of Bonsai, nothing beats regular checks on the condition of your trees.
Just some thoughts.

NAME BADGES
With so many new members, it can be hard to remember everyone’s name. If you have a name badge,
please wear it to the meetings. If you don’t have a name badge, please see Jim.
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MEMBERSHIPS ARE PAST DUE
If you are unsure if your membership is current, please check with Tony at the next meeting.
We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as
follows: Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #:
10112801 – REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid.
***

NOTICE BOARD

4 Dec 2021
8 Jan 2022
5 Feb 2022
5 Feb 2022
5 Feb 2022
5 March 2022
5 March 2022
5 March 2022
2 April 2022
2 April 2022
2 April 2022
30 Apr – 1 May 2022

28 November
TBA

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities
Christmas Silent Auction
Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm
Beginners Course 9am – 12 pm
Skills & Knowledge/Advanced 9am – 12pm
Tony Watt/Stephen Cullum 1.30pm-4.00pm
General Workshop 9am – 12pm
Skills & Knowledge/Advanced 9am – 12pm
Brad Stuart Figs 1.30pm - 4 pm
Workshop – show prep 9am – 12pm
Skills & Knowledge/Advanced 9am – 12pm
Show critique 1.30 pm – 4 pm
Bimer Annual Show Mt. Coot-tha
Other Bonsai Related Activities
Evelyn & Mark’s sale day
Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club
Local Bonsai Shows
Redlands
BSQ
Toowoomba
Gold Coast Tweed Show
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