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Hello All, 
 
We had a big start to the year with our meeting in February and the market day the following day.  It was a hot day 
for the market, but we had a good crowd brave the heat and there was lots of good bonsai items on offer.  A big thank 
you to all the members that helped out on the day to make it run as smoothly as possible. 
 
Next meeting we will have 3 presenters, including myself, discussing tree refinement with a view to preparing our 
trees the best we can for the upcoming show.  I encourage all members to bring along a tree that they are thinking 
about display in our show in May.  See later in the newsletter for further information. 
 
There are also some other bonsai events to keep in mind in March.  The bonsai Horizons weekend will have something 
for everyone and looks to be a great event.  At the end of March, the Redlands Society will hold their one-day show.  
Their emphasis of native species makes this a great display to visit and I encourage all members to support the local 
club’s events.  See the noticeboard for event dates. 
 
Don’t forget our show is in Early May, so now is the time to give extra attention to your trees you are thinking of 
putting into the show.  If you have not decided, or are unsure if your tree is suitable, bring it along to the next meeting 
and discuss it with a committee member.  We would love to see a wide range of trees from all our members to show 
off to the public.  
 
Leading up to a show, I start thinking about collecting moss to dress up the trees I intend to display.  The recent rains 
are a perfect time to look for moss around your home.  To store the moss until I use it, I use a flat tray (eg seedling flat 
or pot saucer) with drainage holes that is lined with a few sheets of newspaper.  Place the trays in a shady area near 
your benches and give them a water each day when you water your trees.  Mine have lasted over a year in this state.  
  
In the garden, we have had some great rain, but the heat has also come back.  Keep an eye out for bugs and other 
issues with your trees due to the heat and humidity.  Remember to regulate your watering to the tree’s needs. 
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The extra rain will mean your trees will be putting on extra growth, so check for 
wiring that needs to be removed and prune any excess growth. 
 
The tree I presented on at the last meeting is doing well and I completed the 
initial wiring and styling.  It is a Melaleuca Leucadendra and, although it has large 
leaves, the species responds well to pot culture.  As you can see from the water 
marks on the pot, I keep the tree in a saucer of water during the hotter months.  
Melaleuca’s endemic to our area grow well when given plenty of water.  Due to 
the fast growth the roots will fill the pot quickly and the tree will need a repot 
every 1-2 years to keep it healthy.  The tree silhouette looks a little thin now but 
once it begins to regrow I will cut back the longer vertical branches to encourage 
branching in a cascading waterfall manner.  Watch this space. 
 
See you at the next meeting – AG. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 6TH MEETING 

After a morning workshop we spent the afternoon learning about what some of the SE QLD clubs have in store for 

2021. Karen from Redlands spoke to us about her bonsai journey and Tony from BSQ made a presentation about the 

leucania. Glen also updated us about Horizons which is on the weekend of 21st and 22nd of March. 
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MARCH MEETING ALTERNATIVE VENUE 

Due to a booking conflict with the hall, our meeting on March 6th will be held at 23 Nundah Street, Nundah. Parking 

is in the train station car park with access via the rear door. Anyone requiring a disabled parking spot can park out 

the front. Bring along any of your trees that you would like some advice on for the show either in 2021 or to develop 

for future shows. Keith will make a PowerPoint presentation on all aspects of tree and the display. Practical advice 

will be freely given and we urge all members to bring their trees along. The success of the show is down to all 

members showing their trees. 
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MARKET DAY 2021 

So it has been and gone – what a shocker of a day ! That may have been the hottest day we have had so far this year. 

We had all 32 tables taken and huge variety of pots, tools, slabs, stock trees, finished bonsai and medium available. 

Some sellers nearly sold out and most covered the cost of their tables many times over. We had 220 come through 

the door and at times a conversation was very hard. Lots of new people called in to have a look and we hope the 

many people who indicated an interest will join the club. Thanks to the many volunteers who made the day possible, 

as well as the Market Day Sub Committee who spent may hours planning the day. 
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR TREE – Long Island Fig – Jim T 

 
 

 

 

March 2009: This tree was purchased as a very small starter plant from Bonsai Northside. 

It was planted over the clay sculpture rock in the same month with the roots spread out and tied with pruning 

tape.  

 

The tree was then planted in a large plastic garden pot with the rock sculpture completely buried. 

 

August 2010: The tree was styled as a semi-cascade. The tree was removed from the plastic pot and the roots 

re-arranged and secured onto the sculpture rock with glad wrap. It was again buried completely in the same 

large plastic garden pot. 

 

Over the next 2 years the soil was lowered and the pot cut by approximately 1/3rd each year. 

 

April 2012: The tree and sculptured rock were planted into the current bonsai pot. All the roots were pushed 

into the grooves with sphagnum moss & clay and then secured in position with pieces of polystyrene and 

pruning tape. 
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October 2014: Pruning tape, clay and sphagnum removed . 

 

The tree has been re-potted in the same bonsai pot twice since. The last being in October 2019.  

The clay sculptured rock was made and fired by my wife and is titled "Rock People". If you look closely at 

the sculpture it has human figures in various positions embossed into the surface. ie: on the bottom right 

immediately above surface moss there is a head and shoulders and half way up on the left is a human arm.  

I was able to use this sculptured rock as it was a reject due a couple of small cracks. 

The bonsai stand is American White Oak and was crafted by Michael C. 

 

 

The Importance of Buying Established Bonsai by Steve T. 

Creating beautiful bonsai requires patience and years of dedication. There is no substitute for time and hard work. 

There is, however, one shortcut to having old, well developed trees to work on, and that is to buy established bonsai. 

The oldest and some of the most refined bonsai in my garden are trees that I have bought from other bonsai 

practitioners (you know who you are). 

We all love starting with a piece of raw stock and creating a brand-new bonsai. This helps us develop the skills for 

setting the structure for future great bonsai. It does not let us develop our refinement skills. For that we need old 

trees with lots of ramification and fine growth. We can learn fine wiring techniques, needle of leave size reduction 

skills, fertiliser management and thinning-out of old branches. 

Working with multi-generational trees is what makes Japanese bonsai so special. There are many bonsai is Japan 

that have passed through many, many hands over decades and even centuries. There are only a handful of bonsai in 

Australia that have had more than one or two generations of work, and those trees are to be treasured. 

One of my greatest concerns for my own trees is what will happen 

to them when I am gone. I hate to think that they would not 

continue to be cared for as bonsai. I hope to pass them on to 

younger people when I am unable to care for them. Large trees get 

so much harder to repot and move around as we get older. 

Provenance is important too. The only thing better than a beautiful 

old bonsai is a beautiful old bonsai with a story. I love walking 

around my garden, talking about and working on trees that were 

created by my very talented bonsai friends. It also adds interest and 

diversity to the styles and species in your collection.  

So next time you hear of a bonsai sale, or a member of the club 

downsizing their collection, get along and see if there any 

established old bonsai that you would like to buy. I promise you will 

not regret it. Here is just one example of an old Japanese Black Pine 

that I bought in 2009.  

It was already an old tree, with nice bark and lots of fine branching: 
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And here it is in May 2020. Look at the bark on it now! 

Here is a beautiful old Japanese Black Pine in Mr Kimura’s garden. 

How may hands have worked on it over the many years it has been a 

bonsai?  
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New Bonsai House project - Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha 

The existing Bonsai House was built and opened in 1999, making it more than 20 years old. It is a popular destination for tourists 

and school children, with volunteers regularly holding events in this attraction. Issues with the current attraction include poor 

accessibility, deteriorating structure, less than optimal growing conditions for the plants, and poor security. 

The new Bonsai House will be a world-class destination for residents and visitors to view, enjoy and learn about our historic 

living collection of bonsai — one of the largest publicly-owned displays in Australia. 

Project timing 

Late 2020 Design release for the new Bonsai House 

Early-mid 2021 Detailed design and project scoping 

Mid-late 2021 Construction to commence 

Mid 2020 Anticipated completion 
 

Some of the artist concept images. 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Preparing for the Show: 6th March 2021 

Bring your trees you are considering for the show to this meeting. 

Bimer Bonsai Club meeting for March 2021 will be held at 23 Nundah Street, Nundah 

With our show in May, we will be inviting all members to bring trees along that they are considering putting into the 

show. We encourage all members to share their art with other members and the public. So even if you think it is not 

at the standard you want then get our experts to advise and suggest how to get it ready for the show. There is still 

enough time! 

Come and get your tree discussed and suggestions on refinement and from the panel of previous show winners. The 

suggestions will be empathetic and positive to get the most out of your art. 
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Gil T. 

One of our senior bonsai artists with many show winners over the years. With a wide range of plant species and 

styles Gil is famous for developing world class trees.  As you can see below his skills in refinement and development 

of bonsai create prize winners. 

Figure 1 Ficus 

 Figure 2 Bougainvillea 

 
Figure 3 Clerodendrum 

 

 

David C. 

Our club’s trade table master and senior bonsai artist. Attention to detail and patient meticulous work results in 

prize winners. Some of his trees below bare testament to the skills and knowledge he will share with you. 

 
Figure 4 Azalea 

 
Figure 5 Tiger bark Fig 

 
Figure 6 Juniperus 

Albert G. 

Our president and an accredited Bonsai Tutor of the Association of Australian Bonsai Clubs Ltd (AABC). His keen 

interest in Australian natives has seen many a demonstration and highly developed trees in our shows over the 

years. This si complimented by the skills and development of all varieties of trees.  

Here are some of his work 

 
Figure 7 Melaleuca 

 
Figure 8 Leptospermum 

 
Figure 9 Trident Maple Forest 

 

So bring along a tree please. This is an opportunity not to be missed.  
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PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as follows: 
 Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #: 10112801 – 
REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

*** 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

6TH March 2021 Skills and Knowledge course NUNDAH (course participants only) 

6th March 2021 Show Prep for your trees at NUNDAH (change of venue) 

20th – 21st March 2021 Bonsai Horizons 3 

28th March 2021 Redland’s Annual Show 

1-2 May 2021 Annual Show Mt Coot-tha 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

28th March 2021 Redlands show 

TBA Toowoomba Show 

23rd & 24th October 2021 Sunshine Coast Show 

TBA Bonsai Society of Queensland 

TBA Gold Coast Tweed Show 
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