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Hello All, 
 
What a great session last month with Bradley and his Antique bonsai pot 
collection. It was good listening to the follow-up session from last year and 
seeing such beautiful pots in person. Bradley was generous with his 
experience in how to source and identify authentic antique pots.  A big 
thank you to Bradley and his family for the presentation. 
 
 
We are already planning the events for the 2021 Bimer meetings.  Is there 
a particular topic or bonsai artist you would like to see?  We would love to 
hear from you.  Send us an email to info@bimerbonsai.org.au. 
 
 
The next session is our end of year celebration.  We will have the usual 
silent auction and also provide some catering.  There are some changes due 
to the COVID restrictions so please read the details in the newsletter.  
 
 
The heat has returned to SE QLD so ensure your bonsai can handle their position.  Smaller bonsai and those on rocks 
or shallow trays will benefit from getting some afternoon shade.  We have had some bad storms with damaging winds 
and hail recently, so check the severity of the expected storms to see if protective action is needed. 
 
 
In my garden I have been monitoring the health of the Kunzea I dug at the Bimer dig in September.  At this time of 
year it is either hot, windy or both and the foliage had been struggling.  I usually give the foliage a sprinkle when I 
water it as I find it dried out and a dull green.  I while back I bought 3-way PVC conduit corner connectors and with 
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inexpensive PVC conduit I made an enclosure that I wrapped in clear plastic to make a 
nice humid environment with protection from the wind.  This has worked a treat with 
the leaves staying a healthy green (photo left).  Remember to keep the enclosure out 
of direct sun as the inside will heat up and cook your trees in our climate.  
 
I hope to see you all at the next meeting and wish you all a great end of year season 
with family and loved ones. 
AG 

 

 
 

Club Trident Maple 
 

This Trident maple, owned by the club, was first worked on by local artist 
Craig Jurd about 3 years ago.  As well as styling the tree, a layer was 
attempted just above the roots to create a new and better root structure.  
Unfortunately, this layering did not take and the tree healed over the cut 
scar and kept on growing. 
 
I recently repeated the layering and made sure to cut into the wood and 
scrape off any cambium layer.  A custom container was created from a 
plastic nursery pot by cutting the base to fit the tree trunk as closely as 
possible.  The ring cut around the trunk was painted with root hormone and 
the container filled with a mix of small grade pumice and shredded 
sphagnum moss.   
 
The layer was done in early October and the photo on the right shows the 
tree currently.  The tree will be encouraged to growly strongly until next 
winter when it can hopefully be separated.  If the roots have not grown 
strongly at this time, any healing over the cut ring will be scraped back again 
and the container placed back on.  We will keep you updated on this project.  
Albert G. 
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MEETINGS DURING COVID 

As we operate under a Covid safe plan, meetings will continue as normal unless we go back to level 2 restrictions. 
Unless you hear from Bimer by email or phone please presume that the scheduled meeting is on. 

NOVEMBER MEETING  

After a great morning of our senior members assisting in a morning workshop we were treated to a great afternoon 

presentation from Bradley Barlow. Bimer has been privileged to host Bradley twice now and he made a very 

interesting presentation on his like long passion.  The photos included do not do the pots justice, they truly are works 

of art. It is a huge logistical undertaking for him to bring the pots along, and we can’t wait for the next instalment. 
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CHRISTMAS MEETING 

Due to the restrictions on the numbers in the hall (50) the committee asks that only members attend this 
year. If your partner is a financial member, they are entitled to attend but otherwise we would like to 
ensure members can gain entry. This year there will be changes to the food and drink with no buffet style 
tables allowed. Pizza and canned drinks or water will be offered by nominated volunteers and Bruce will be 
manning the punch bowl. You will be given your own pencil to use at entry. Some items will be combined to 
streamline the payment process. Remember to bring your donations of quality saleable items or wine for 
Michael, which need to be dropped off between 1pm and 1.30pm. Bring plenty of change with you to 
reduce the need for contact as much as possible. 

NOTE: The number restrictions may change. If the hall management update the conditions of use, we will 
notify you via email. 

COVID safety regulations: To comply with the guidelines and for the safety of our members, some changes 

will be implemented at the meetings.  You will need to provide contact details on entry and seating will be 

arranged to comply with social distancing measures.  Dedicated people will be assigned for preparing and 

distributing the afternoon tea.  Please assist us by adhering to the new processes.  As required, if you have 

experienced a fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath or travelled overseas in the past month please 

stay at home. 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR TREE - FIG - MICHAEL C 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is one of my favourite figs, it has been with me for many years.  Approximately 47 years old and been 
in training for 40 years. It has been in a few different pots, but was potted into this tray in 2001. I like the 
look of it in this tray because it implies a feeling of spring, active and vibrant, or maybe that's just me 
seeing something. Whatever it is, I really like it, even if it should not work because of the shallow tray, the 
light glaze instead of a deep and strong pot, possibly un-glazed, which it was in early in its training. 
Sometimes thing’s work out when in theory they shouldn’t. So to say that this is my favourite fig in my 
collection would not be far from the truth. This tree has been in many show’s over the years. I re-pot it 
usually every year. 
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CLUB DONATION 

A past Bimer member, Teruko Connor, passed away recently.  Her family have kindly donated her bonsai items to the 

club, such as pots, turntables and tools. They provided the following pictures of Teruko and bonsai for us to share.  

Thank you to Teruko’s family, it is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

TRIALLING NATIVE MATERIAL AS BONSAI – Rory Archer – Part 5 

 

Here's an example of the different ages of Banksia integrifolia. 
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A 1 year old seedling, 3 years, 5 years, 10 years and about 14 years. 

It doesn’t take long for a Banksia to thicken. 

If the mix drains fast, and you feed it well over Spring and Summer, you'll have an inch thick tree in no time. 

But remember the scar doesn't heal all that fast, so you want to cut more often to reduce scarring. 

This tree is really hardy. 

It has long, thin serrated 

leaves, and they reduce 

really well with just 

pinching the new 

growth, or cutting back 

the ends and then 

pinching again. 

I've removed a lot of 

root from these and 

never had problems with 

die-back. 

They tolerate all levels of 

sun fairly well, but prefer full sun. 

They shoot all over the trunk continually, and will usually shoot from where you cutback too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banksia serrata and Banksia aemula. I've grouped these together as they're almost identical. 

Serrata, (on the left) has slightly longer leaves. Banksia aemula, on the right, has a much higher tendency to shoot 

from all over the trunk and the base. 

They grow fast, but they prefer an open and free draining mix. Be cautious on hot windy days when your mix is 

almost dry though. 
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Fortunately the younger branches and foliage wilts, and gives you a warning that they're about to badly dry out. 

These guys are the most prone to fungus and root-rot of all the Banksia I've tried. It’s probably the humidity in my 

area, but I've never had strong success with either of these species. 

Out out of these 2 I'd lean more towards serrata now, because they can eventually survive bad root-rot and fungus 

better than Aemula can. Just don't overpot either of these.  (in other words, the roots should take up most of the 

pot). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only reason I give this a yellow traffic light, is because in the past I've lost so many from liquid fertilizer. 

With all dwarf Banksia varieties: 

- I use ~50% washed coarse river sand 

- Don't use any sort of liquid fertilizer on these, even in low strengths.  Only use slow-release native pellets.  And for 

me, I only apply fertilizer about a month or so after the material has been root pruned. 

Only repot at the start of the strong growing season, NEVER towards the end of the growing season. Since changing 

to this method, I have not lost any Banksia dwarf varities and I'm quite excited about growing them. 

They have the same attributes as the parent: 

-they're incredibly hardy; and I've found them just as tolerant of drought as the main species. 

The leaves are naturally shorter, but they can get a little fat.  The leaves also reduce well. 
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And the tree usually shoots anywhere from a cut. 

- This is one of my 

favourite Banksias. 

- The growth is really 

graceful and the branches 

eventually develop a slight 

droop. 

But I haven't had them 

long enough to trial leaf 

reduction. 

- It really needs to be on 

the drier side, with a free-

draining mix. 

I use 50% washed river sand with this one.  It sulks badly if it’s left in a heavy mix and after about a month the health 

begins to decline. 

- It’s a little slow to grow, but it’s well worth the effort. 

- Tolerates 60-70% heavy root reduction no problems. 

- Needs strong-sun or at least half-day sun, as it sulks badly in strong shade and again the health starts to decline. 

- The foliage is like 

serrata, but thinner 

and shorter 

- Lovely material.  

Prefers a medium 

draining mix, not too 

fast. 

- But be careful not 

to let them dry out.  

It doesn't tolerate 

drought well and it 

will die if it’s allowed 

to get too dry. 

- Grows very fast 

and shoots all along the trunk.  It buds back well from anywhere near the cut. 

- Tolerates a very heavy root removal and you can remove a lot of the foliage. 
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- Incredibly hardy.  

Prefers a very free 

and open draining 

mix. 

- Lovely short 

needles, and shoots 

from all over the 

trunk. 

- It naturally 

produces a lot of 

shoots from each 

junction and bulges 

very quickly, so it’s 

best to remove 

them to 2 shoots if you want to stop significant bulging from occurring. 

Although bulging can look natural, it’s up to the individual grower what appeals to them. 

- But this is a lovely tree to bonsai, and well worth your efforts. 

- I've accidentally let this get very dry on a few occasions, but after a good watering it always bounces back in a few 

hours. 

Although at first 

glance, you'd be 

forgiven for mistaking 

it for a pine tree. 

-It seems to grow well 

in a medium-paced 

draining mix, so not 

fast and not slow. 

-Both specimens I've 

tried didn't like a root 

reduction and sulked 

for almost a month or 

more. 

-When they're growing 

well they grow fast, and have long, thin needle-like leaves. 

-I haven't tried leaf reduction yet, but I do love the look of the bark and the slender leaves. 

-Once this gets a bit pot bound, the health declines really fast though. 
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-Don't let them dry out.  I may have lost one just recently from allowing it to get too dry and it doesn't appear to 

have survived. 

This one is the bane of my Banksia 

efforts. 

I do love them.  On paper, they sound 

like the perfect Banksia: 

-Small leaves 

-Nice aged bark 

-Shoots well from a cutback 

However, they don't appear to like a lot 

of humidity. 

You need to use an open, fast draining mix.  Don't let them sit for extended periods in a slow draining, wet medium. 

Only cut the roots and repot at the start of the strong growing season. 

With young material, try not to cut the trunk if there’s no foliage below that point.  Otherwise it’s a 50/50 survival 

rate. I also don't recommend heavy trunk chops.  You're best off cutting back more often to promote ramification 

over time, instead of a trunk chop. 

They don't seem to shoot down low very often. Don't shade the lower areas or they can die off. 

This banksia really needs a lot of foliage kept on it to maintain good health. Never remove a lot of the foliage or it 

really slows it down, sometimes to a slow sulk. 

*** 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

5th December Christmas Meeting 

17th January 2021 Skills and Knowledge course 

6th February 2021 9.00 Workshop and Clinic/SEQ Clubs 5 trees 

7th February 2021 Market Day 

6th March 2021 TBA 

1-2 May 2021 Annual Show Mt Coot-tha 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

TBA Bonsai Society of QLD  

TBA Toowoomba Show 

TBA Sunshine Coast Show 

TBA Redlands Show 

TBA Gold Coast Tweed Show 

 


