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Hello All, 

As I write this, we have had a solid day of rain after a long run of dry weather, with more rain scheduled in the coming 
weeks.  The temperatures are still quite warm for our winter so be prepared for trees to start waking up earlier than 
expected. Our winter is quite short, seasonal wise, so you should start preparing your materials for your “Spring” 
repotting.  Remember trees can’t read a calendar so look to your trees and the local weather to know when to do your 
jobs.  I usually start my repotting in late July for the exotic species where the temperatures are close to what a northern 
hemisphere “Spring” would be. 

We are still in discussions with the Hall organisers to determine when club activities can start up again.  It is looking 
like August at the moment, so stay tuned.  We also need to work through any changes required to comply with the 
government guidelines for social gatherings.  We will let you all know when things have been confirmed.   

We are still on the lookout for photos and articles from club members.  If you have anything you would like to share 
in the newsletter, please send it in.   

In my garden I have been doing some maintenance work on the needle juniper I worked on at the Peter Warren 
workshop (pictured below). I expanded the deadwood and made the top jin more natural, as well as removing the 
outer foliage to allow light to the inner branches to encourage inner growth. Over time this inner growth will become 
the new secondary branches bringing 
the foliage closer to the trunk line.  
Over a bucket’s worth of foliage was 
removed.   

Speaking of Peter Warren, due to the 
lockdown he has begun posting video 
sessions from his nursery and has been 
doing discussions on specific bonsai 
topics.  I have found these informative.  
If you are interested, search for 
“Saruyama Bonsai” in Youtube. 

Stay safe. 

AG 
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Vale John Forrest 

It is with sadness that we advise that long-time friend to 
the Bimer Club, John Forrest, died of a heart attack 
recently.   

He was a passionate bonsai artist and had presented 
demonstrations for Bimer over the years.  He was a 
strong supporter of our local shows and would come 
along each year to see and photograph the trees. 

His enthusiasm for bonsai was infectious and he was 
always ready for a chat. If he could help in any way he 
would say so readily. Once when I performed a demo for 
the BSQ, I had remarked to the attendees about not 
having before and after photos of the tree I worked on. He later surprised me with a DVD of the photos he had taken 
of the demo.   

His presence in the QLD bonsai community will be missed.        

Albert G 

 

Four Junipers by David C 

One of the Four Junipers 

Club members may recall that in September 2018 eight of our members paired up to present a demonstration on 

four Junipers that had been purchased some months prior from Harmony Tea Gardens, a Bonsai nursery just outside 

Toowoomba. This demonstration may still be available on the Club’s website. 

While one of the trees was auctioned at our 2019 Christmas party, the other three have been cared for by Club 

members.  A further demonstration using the three Junipers had been scheduled for earlier this year, however 

C’virus came along and put an end to that. 

One member, who had been looking after one of the trees, could no longer do so and handed over that 

responsibility to me about eight months ago.  Now having some extra down time I could not resist the opportunity to 

do some work on it, so here is the story of that tree to date.  It would be much easier to show you what I have done 

but given that we still may not meet for some time I will try to describe the process.  

For reference, this tree was the one that David G and Paul B 

had styled in the September demonstration. This 

photograph below was taken in early April 2020, just prior to 

commencing the work.  Obviously, the tree has really 

flushed out since it was styled in September 2018. 

There was absolutely nothing wrong with the original front 

chosen by David and Paul except that the trunk and apex 

were leaning too much towards the viewer.  If they had 

chosen the other side of the tree then the trunk and apex 

would have leaned a long way i.e. away from the viewer.  

Because of the time constraints of the original demo there 

was no time available to undertake the necessary work that 

would have been required to correct this fault.  In my 

opinion there are other possibilities which could be explored with this tree. Either one or both of the two bottom 

branches could be utilised to create a Shohin size tree i.e. eliminate all of the top section.  
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However, because this tree does not belong to me, I have left that consideration to whomever ends up owning this 

tree, but I think it is a legitimate option. 

Therefore, the only option available was to correct the angle of the trunk and apex.  I wrapped the trunk in raffia 

then wired it with thick copper wire. Now if you have a look at the final result, I know that this wiring is not “pretty”, 

however in my defence this is the first time I have used this size copper wire and believe me it is not easy to use.        

Next, I attached a section of ‘reo’ to the tree and used that as leverage to slowly bend the trunk to a far more 

acceptable angle. Because there is a significant gap between the first two branches and the top section of the tree, I 

also used a turnbuckle to bring the apex of the tree a little closer to the base which not only had the effect of 

connecting the two sections but also shortening the height of the tree.   I then finished by fully wiring the tree. 

As a result of this work I think that it is quite possible for this tree to have two fronts.  One being the original front 

chosen and the second front is the other side of original front. 

Apologies for the quality of the photographs.  I am not set up to take good photos even if I knew how, but I still hope 

you enjoy them. 

David C 

  

*** 
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JULY MEETING SATURDAY 6th - Cancelled 

As stated above, there is no meeting this month due to the COVID-19 concerns.  If you have any nice pictures of the 

tree you were going to put in the show and want to share it with the rest of the club, please send it to 

info@bimerbonsai.org.au.  If you are working on any bonsai projects you would also like to share, please take some 

photographs (e.g. before and after shots) and send them in along with some words on what you are doing.   

   
 

JUNE CALENDAR TREE – TIGER BARK FIG - DAVID C 

This Tiger Bark Fig was purchased at the Bimer Bonsai Show some eight years ago.  It was, at the time of purchase, 

growing in a polystyrene box and did not look that attractive except that it had a fine taper and I really liked the base 

which was very wide.  I removed all the branches, except for the two lowest ones, as they had been allowed to grow 

to a disproportionate size.  It was subsequently allowed to reshoot everywhere, gradually selecting the most 

advantageously located branches.  Like all figs it grows extremely fast so that you really need to keep an eye on the 

wiring because it will cut into the branches quite quickly.  Because of this quick growth, the apex has been cut down 

at least twice and regrown in order to keep the tree to an appropriate height and maintain the tree’s taper. Regular 

watering and fertilising keeps it very healthy which also allows for the tree to be defoliated at least once during the 

hotter months. 
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TRIALLING NATIVE MATERIAL AS BONSAI – part 3 

Albino torulosa 

Beautiful isn't it?  And you can convert your normal torulosa into 

one quite easily.... 

Just don't water your torulosa for a week, and you can have one of 

these special trees too. 

.... So in regards to Allocasuarina littoralis, it’s pretty much the 

same care as Torulosa. 

The main differences are that littoralis will not tolerate low levels 

of sun, the foliage doesn't droop like torulosa, and the bark doesn't 

develop as deeply fissured. 

I find littoralis slightly less hardy than torulosa. 

 

Casuarina cunninghamiana 

◼ Very hardy but needs at least half-day sun  

◼ Strong, rough bark 

◼ Thick, upright needles 

◼ Will routinely shoot all over  

the trunk 

 

◼ - Very hardy, but it really needs at least half-day sun to 

be in good health. 

◼ - It has strong, rough bark. 

◼ - The needles grow very upright.  And it doesn't like 

branches growing below the horizontal point. 

◼ So if you do, make sure you expose the whole branch to a lot of sun otherwise it might die back. 

◼ - The needles usually get quite thick. 

◼ - It will routinely shoot all over the trunk so you don't usually have to wait long till you have more 

design options. 

◼ But my favourite casuarina is... 
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Allocasuarina nana 

 

 

 

 

 

- Absolutely beautiful, but this is not for beginners. 

- It has very short internodes and short needles.  The needles 

are slightly thicker than torulosa, but thinner than 

cunninghamiana 

- It flowers prolifically in Winter/Spring with tiny, blood-red 

flowers all over the needles. 

- I recommend about 35-50% washed river sand.  This MUST have good drainage.   

Add washed river sand so that the mix is drying within about a 36 hour period of half-day sun. 

If the mix is too heavy, these WILL eventually die, and it can happen within about 2-3 months. 

- On the flipside, never allow the mix to dry out completely.  They usually don't recover after being bone dry. 

- Now to the peculiar, and sometimes painful trait of this species: 

 

Don't chop the trunk down low, below 

the foliage.  Die-back will occur if the 

vertical veins are not supported. 

Now, the 2 green lines show where the 

growth was before I cut. 

The red lines show where I cut. 

So basically all the green highlighted 

area died.  And it died all the way back 

to the first branch. 

 

 

 

 

◼ Not for beginners 

◼ Flowers in Winter/Spring 

◼ MUST have good 

drainage 

◼ Requires at least half-day 

sun 
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And this what I was left with 

after the die-back. 

Now if you look closer at the 

main trunk, you'll notice only 

the actual vertical veins 

remain alive. 

The highlighted red part is all 

deadwood, where it has died 

right down and even died 

between the 2 vertical veins. 

It creates an interesting look, so I'm looking forward to watching this one develop over the next 15 years. 

Unfortunately, any material that I trunk chopped without leaving foliage below the cut, usually died altogether. 

So you need to allow the material to shoot down low by cutting back branches over time to stimulate lower growth 

below. 

But always leave branches below the proposed cut to stop veins dying off. 

*** 

PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT – MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE !!! 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership and workshops. The details are as follows: 
Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #: 10112801 
– REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

 

NOTICE BOARD 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

TBA Bimer Yamadori Trip & Dig 

TBA Japanese Cultural Day 

TBA Bimer Annual Market Day 

 
Other Bonsai Related Activities 

 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

TBA Bonsai Society of QLD  

TBA Toowoomba Show 

TBA Sunshine Coast Show 

TBA Redlands Show 

TBA Gold Coast Tweed Show 
 


