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Hello All, 
 
I will keep this brief so I can include the President’s report from the AGM.  Thanks to those that attended last month.  
We had a great session on Black pines and I wrote up some notes to include in the newsletter from Lindsay’s Talk.  A 
big thanks to the ongoing committee and a warm welcome to Kim H and Malcolm W for stepping up and joining the 
committee. I look forward to the next year with the new committee.   
 
Steve T Stepped down from the role as Secretary and I thank him for his time and effort he spent over the last couple 
of years.  Kim has also stepped in to the Secretary role, so thank you again.  It should be another great session next 
month, so I hope to see you all there. 
 
AG 

 

*** 

F2020 Presidents Report 
 
Hello All, 
 
The clubs aim has always been to foster the interest and knowledge of bonsai in a friendly environment.  The monthly 
programs have been organized to fulfil this aim. 
 
Activities taking place since July 2019 were: 
 

• Regular workshop sessions where members can share knowledge and get advice. 

• A great presentation by Bradley Barlow on collecting antique bonsai pots with plenty of beautiful examples 
brought in for our benefit. 
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• Presentation on raft style bonsai by Averil S, a knowledgeable and experienced club member. 

• Demonstration of a rock planting by local bonsai artist Andrew Selman. 

• Our hosting of a bonsai weekend with well-known UK bonsai artist, Peter Warren. 

• A multiple presentation from senior representatives of the Redlands and BSQ clubs. Brad Stuart talked on his 
experiences with Black Pines and Steve Cullum presented on improving ramification.  They both outlined what 
their clubs had planned for the year also.   

• In August of this year we had Tony Bebb present on Soils and repotting, as well as discuss and demonstrate 
the different carving power tools that can be used. 

 
With the onset of COVID at the beginning of this year, we did not have club gatherings from March to July.  The 
committee put extra effort into adding more content into our newsletters during this period to provide the members 
bonsai content on relevant topics.  This however, needs input from you, the members to keep this information flow in 
the newsletter and thus I encourage you to submit content of your bonsai activities for the newsletter. 
 
This past year we also ran the first Skills and Knowledge course aimed at bonsai beginners.  This turned out very well 
and provided the students with knowledge and confidence to grow and improve their bonsai.  The second round of 
this course began this month and we received numerous new members to participate in the course.   
 
I am very proud of the efforts that the committee have made over the year and hopefully we can get back to our 
regular monthly meetings next year to provide the full program to the members. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 

MEETINGS DURING COVID 

 

As we operate under a Covid safe plan, meetings will continue as normal unless we go back to level 2 restrictions. 
Unless you hear from Bimer by email or phone please presume that the scheduled meeting is on. 

COVID safety regulations: To comply with the guidelines and for the safety of our members, some changes will be 

implemented at the meetings.  You will need to provide contact details on entry and seating will be arranged to 

comply with social distancing measures.  Dedicated people will be assigned for preparing and distributing the 

afternoon tea.  Please assist us by adhering to the new processes.  As required, if you have experienced a fever, 

cough, sore throat, shortness of breath or travelled overseas in the past month please stay at home. 

 

YOUR NEW COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT  Albert Garcia  VICE PRESIDENT Keith Stanley 

TREASURER  Tony Sumpton  SECRETARY  Kim Hyam 

LIBRARY  Jayne Calder  COMMITTEE  Pierre-Antoine Rey Du Boissieu 

COMMITTEE  Bruce Harkness  COMMITTEE  David Calder 

COMMITTEE  Mal Washbourne 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING  

After a morning of assisting members in a free workshop, 

which was, well-utilised, Lindsay made a presentation on 

black pines. He debunked some of the myths about them 

being a hard tree to manage and broke down the care into 

easy to digest sections. He discussed the pests and their 

treatment as well as repotting and pruning. 
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Notes on Lindsay Bebb’s Black Pine Presentation 

• Three main periods to work on black pines 
o Spring (August , September) 

▪ Rough pruning 
▪ Needle and candle pruning. 
▪ Repotting 

o Summer (End of December) 
▪ Revisit the tree.  Thin out and 

balance growth. 
o Autumn 

▪ Needle clean up if needed. 
▪ Candle prune if needed. 

 

• For pines, you need to start designing tree and branches as early in the tree’s progress as possible. 
o A long branch with no needles on it (old wood) will not shoot back. 
o Better to start when the branch is young / short. 

• Growth whorls 
o There are shoots all around the end of the branch and needs to be addressed. 
o Reduce to two shoots, choosing those pointing in the direction you want (usually removing those 

pointing up and down). 

• In Spring new candles grow.  
o Candles cut in spring will have new buds appear by about October to choose from. 

• For needle thinning, cut back two and three year old needles behind the growing points where you have left 
needles as opposed to plucking. 

o This leaves the needle sheath (whitish part at the bottom) where new buds will grow from. 
o Can pluck needles as opposed to cutting from underside of branches where you don’t want new buds 

to be forming. 

• For larger trees, break up the needle thinning into 3 zones (top, middle and lower branches). 
o Take more needles off from the top zone as this is the strongest area. Take less needles from the 

middle, and even less from the lower zone compared to the zone above. 
o As a rough guide, leave 3 needles on each shoot for the top zone, 5-7 for the middle and 7-9 for the 

bottom/lower zone. 
o If the shoot is weak (eg inner branches), leave the needles on. 
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• In Spring, remove all candles, they will grow back forming new candles. 
o If you cut candles in Summer, little ‘rosettes’ of buds will form instead of normal candles. 

• Needles last about three years, so need to prune back to get the growth further back. 
 

• It is okay to do trimming and repotting in the same season. 
 

• The flower buds are lighter and larger than shoots and release pollen when touched. 
o Remove these when they are young as the new needles don’t grow until the flower buds have 

matured.  This will help speed up Bud growth. 
 

• When pruning older trees, show some of the wood in the branches to show structure and age.  
 

• Pest Control 
 

o Most common pest for SE QLD is Pine Adelgid.  Symptoms are shoot tips with white fluffy parts. 
▪ Can be treated with Lime Sulphur. Spray 2 weeks apart. 

• 20ml/L for a winter spray. 

• 10ml/L for warmer months. 
▪ If you want, you can add a teaspoon of household detergent to get through the wooly coating 

of the insect. 
 

o Another pest is Scale. Symptoms are black spots and pale needles. 
▪ Treat with Lime Sulphur as above. 
▪ Never use White Oil on conifers! 

  

• Repotting 
o Repot in Spring any time between roots showing white growth tips when you lift it out of the pot, up 

until the needles start to open on the new candles. 
o The white stuff around the roots is a beneficial fungus called Mycorrhiza. 
o  Put some from the soil back into the new pot if you don’t see any on the roots to help colonisation. 
o For the first couple of repots of a tree, prune a cone in the root ball directly underneath the trunk to 

get rid of old roots and soil.  This will keep these roots small and encourage the side roots to grow. 
o Remove the tap root when you can. 
o Some pines have a woody mound which comes from fused roots at the base.  This will not improve 

over the years.  Good stock selection early is the key. 
o To check if your tree needs repotting, use a chopstick and poke down into the soil.  If it goes in, then 

it doesn’t need a repot. 
o Pine trees should be repotted every 2-4 years.  
o  

• Repotting aftercare 
o After repotting, the trees are put back to their original position if done early in Spring when maximum 

temperatures are under 30°C. If warmer, when you have repotted, then shade a bit until recovered. 
 

• Give the tree a good watering in the morning to last the day. 

• If the Temperatures are 34°+C, he will check the trees to see if they need additional watering. 

• Soils 
o Any soil used needs to dry out between subsequent watering for pines. 
o Trees that are on rocks are not in full sun as they dry too quickly. 
o Basically any mix can be used but it depends on your lifestyle, how often you can water, your local 

climate, and how you water (eg hand or automatic). 
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This BUXUS HARLANDII will be auctioned during the afternoon tea break at the October meeting. 

 

*** 

DISPLAY TABLE 

Please remember to bring along a tree, a NATIVE or any tree for display this month. You may need some 

feedback or assistance with developing it into a bonsai.  Any tree is welcome.  Members are encouraged to 

share their accumulated knowledge with the newer members.  There is also the chance to win an 

additional lucky door prize for any member who brings in a tree for display. 
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BIMER TREE DIG 26th SEPTEMBER 

Bimer Bonsai Club has gained permission to collect tees from a local University. Thank you Pierre-Antoine. We are 

planning the dig on Saturday September 26th at 8.30am. Places are limited to financial members and you must 

register. The material is self-seeded natives. Please talk to the committee if you would like more information.  

 
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR TREE – BOUGAINVILLEA - EVELYN G 

 
As usual Evelyn was short on words about her tree, her second one to feature in the calendar this year. While she is 
economical verbally, her skill with trees is there for all to see. She says that she had grown it on from nursery stock 
purchased about 25 years ago. Unlike her bauhinia this tree flowers really well in a pot. 
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SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE COURSE 

 

Bimer’s 2nd course has started and is now full. Please see Keith if you would like to reserve a position on next year’s 
class        

*** 

INTERVIEWS WITH BIMER MEMBERS 

 This is a new segment for the newsletter focusing on some of our members, learning more about them. While we 
have been in isolation, we have not been able to socialize and some of our newer members may not realise the 
wealth of experience and information available to them at our monthly meetings.  

INTERVIEW WITH JILL T. by Tony S. 

Recently I sat down and spent some time in Sally’s garden.  (Sally is Jill’s daughter). Jill is 92 years young 

and lives on the north side of the river. Sadly, she is suffering from Macular degeneration and has very 

limited vision. She has been with Bimer 

since 1983 when it was in its infancy – a 

member of the original potting shed 

group that was about a dozen in the 

beginning. She has held the positions of 

librarian and committee member.  Once 

again, it struck me as we talked about 

how personal this art is to its 

practitioners. I am not sure ordinary 

gardeners relate so closely to the plants 

in their garden as we do to the trees in 

our pots.  
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How old were you when you first got 

into bonsai?  Working 

backwards Jill was a late bloomer at 

the age of 56 when she acted on the 

interest she had developed in bonsai. 

It appears The Prince Charles Hospital 

was a Bimer cluster as she worked 

there for 23 years as a phlebotomist. I 

already knew what that was – to save 

you looking it up she was basically a 

vampire … turns out she knew the 

irrepressible Bruce Harkness from 

TPCH rather than from Bimer. She 

cannot clearly recall but we may have 

her to “thank” for introducing Bruce to Bimer. 

Who was your first inspiration? Two of Jill’s greatest influences were from great local talents – Lindsay 

Bebb and the late John Forrest.  

What your first tree and do you still have it? Jill’s first tree was a Shore Juniper, which expired after 

a few years. Originally, a Bimer member told her it would not be suitable material, which turned out to be 

true.  Her longest surviving tree is a Port Jackson fig, which she started in 1984 after buying it from a 

backyard nursery in Strathfield. It was only a starter then in a nursery pot. 

What is your favourite species and why? Figs, figs and figs.  Looking around Sally’s garden at the bonsai 

there confirms that this species closest to 

her heart. She feels the species lends 

itself well to bonsai techniques and they 

are a very forgiving and hardy tree, 

especially for beginners. 

Why do you do bonsai? Jill finds 

Bonsai a very calming influence, she 

would become immersed in the work on 

tree and the rest of the world would fade 

away. She loves the form of nature in 

miniature. 

Who would you say is your mentor? 

 Jill felt that John Forrest was a 

great presenter and had a love for 

imparting information to help other 

succeed in bonsai. 

What is your best tree and why? The Port Jackson fig that is her oldest. It was sitting on the table while 

we chatted. She feels it has an aged look and has the character of an old gnarled tree. 
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What do you hope for the club in the future? Jill hopes to see more young members become a staple 

in the club. She says she is pleased to see new blood coming into the club and introducing new ideas. 

Surprisingly she urged Bimer to get more involved with growing more native trees for bonsai. Jill shows a 

great interest in the running of the club and had some suggestions for maintaining the interest of 

members, especially newer younger members. 

If there is just one piece of advice that you have listened to since you first started, what is it? It seems to 

be a common theme amongst our more senior members. Like Michael, she says to buy the most advanced 

stock you can afford. There is a huge time saving that comes with more advanced stock. 

As we talked, Jill showed the close affinity she has with her trees – some referred to because of ‘where 

they came from’ or a ‘feature that they have’. She has two figs, which are growing on a rock. The rock is a 

ribbon rock, which comes from Western Australia. A work colleague had gone on a round Australia trip in a 

caravan and had bought the rock back for her. She fondly remembers collecting figs from the banks of 

Baffle Creek in Bundaberg. There were many more trees with each of them having a unique story.  

I had the pleasure of sitting down with Jill while she reflected on the connection to the art. She would like 

to think there would be a family connection to her trees in the future. Her granddaughter Mackenzie has 

showed an interest in bonsai, which has skipped a generation in her daughter Sally. This is an issue, which I 

guess we all will have to address in the future. 

I feel so privileged being invited into people’s homes and gardens and learning about their bonsai journey. 

Sharing this with all of you is one of the benefits of my position. 

*** 

Carole Waller from “The Bonsai World” & Robyn Tarrant “Arty Bonsai” 

at Bimer Bonsai Club 3rd October 2020 

An awesome all-day event at Bimer Bonsai Club on Saturday 3rd October 2020 

Bimer Bonsai welcome members, guests and anyone who wants to learn more about Bonsai from not one but two of 

the most creative Bonsai artists in Queensland. What a great informative and entertaining day for Bimer members! 

Carole Waller is President of Gold Coast 

Tweed Bonsai Club and an experienced 

bonsai artist, teacher, and driver of the art 

throughout Australia. The owner before she 

retired, of The Bonsai World Nursery on the 

Gold Coast. She shares her passion for Bonsai 

with others. With several trees in the 

Australian National Bonsai and Penjing 

Collection at the National Arboretum 

Canberra she is recognised and one of 

Australia’s great artists. Carole is part of a 

nationwide team of experienced bonsai 

artists helping in the selection of trees to be 

considered for the National collection. 
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 Robyn Tarrant is the owner of Arty Bonsai, which sells bonsai in the 

Gold Coast Tweed area, is a creative potter who creates incredible 

freeform pots using chicken wire, and makes them into realistic 

looking containers that look as though they have been around for 

centuries and collected from the wild. Her demonstration at the 

Horizons Bonsai event was informative and inspired many to start 

creating their own pots.   

Carole and Robyn travel from the Gold Coast to conduct 

demonstrations at bonsai clubs and community groups in the South-

East Qld corner and in Tasmania.  

At 9.00am there will be a FREE club member workshop, so bring your 

trees. Carole and Robyn will work with club members to assist them 

in bonsai design, development advice and techniques. For new 

members this is a great opportunity to create a bonsai. Please use 

their extensive knowledge and skills in bonsai design.  

At 1.30pm. Carole is planning to split a juniper into two trees with a planting demonstration on an artificial rock 

which member to gain an understanding of the technique to create a realistic and creative Bonsai. 

Thanks Carole and Robyn for agreeing to share your knowledge and experience with us. 

*** 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The committee has decided that there will no longer be a charge to borrow books or magazines from the 
library.  However, you will need to have your name recorded against any borrowings – as per usual.   Jayne  

 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

3rd October Carole Waller & Robyn Tarrant 

7th November TBC 

5th December Christmas Meeting 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

TBA Bonsai Society of QLD  

TBA Toowoomba Show 

TBA Sunshine Coast Show 

TBA Redlands Show 

TBA Gold Coast Tweed Show 

 


