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Hello All, 
 
What a great meeting last month.  It was a big turnout with almost 
70 people attending throughout the day.  We had a busy morning 
with the Skills And Knowledge course run by Keith S, the general 
workshops led by Tony Bebb and the one-off beginners session run 
by David C.  This session was offered free to people who visited our 
show in May.  The session was well received with a potted juniper 
to take home being the end result.  This was a great initiative to 
introduce more people to bonsai.  In the afternoon Tony Bebb gave 
a presentation on Figs and worked on a couple of trees.   There was 
a lot of great information provided on an underrated species for our 
local area. He did a great cleanup on the tree shown right that was 
around 20 years old, but I had let go. 
 
Next month we will have our Leigh Taafe weekend, which should be big.  We still have spots available for the Friday 
and Sunday private workshops with Leigh, so contact us if you are interested.  There are also observer spots if you 
would like to watch, which are  a great learning experience.  The Saturday sessions are free to members, but we need 
you to register to allow us to know numbers.  Saturday morning is a general workshop open to all members led by 
Leigh, so I recommend members take advantage of this opportunity.  Please see the flyer sent out previously for more 
information.  
 
We will also have our AGM at 1pm, so please support the club by attending and offering any feedback that you think 
would be of benefit. 
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Out in the garden, the weather has been quite pleasant so I hope 
you have been out and enjoying your trees.  Shown here is Steve 
T’s Liquidamber forest showing off its colours recently.   
 
The nights in my area are hovering around 10°C so it will be prime 
repotting time for me soon.  Make sure you have all your 
repotting materials as well as new pots for your bonsai (the trade 
table can help with this).  Start looking through your trees and 
seeing which ones look like they need a repot this season as well 
as who needs to go first. As a rough guide, exotics and those from 
temperate climates usually respond well to a repot in the cooler 
period.  Tropical species like figs and bougies benefit from a repot 
later in the warmer weather.  See you at the meeting. 
 

AG 
 

 

ELECTIONS 2021/2022 

The nominations for the executive council are: 

 Position Name Nominated Seconded 

President Keith Stanley Elaine Bradshaw Arch Young 

Vice President 

Pierre-Antoine 

Rey Du Boisseu 

Pierre-Antoine Rey Du 

Boisseu Mel Brackstone 

Treasurer Tony Sumpton Jim Towsey Mel Brackstone 

Secretary Albert Garcia Justin Ewing Lorelle Wolski 

Librarian Jayne Calder Peter Hobson Leanne Wharton 

   

Election of General Committee 

 Position Name Nominated Seconded 

Committee Jim Towsey David Moloney Peter Hobson 

Committee David Calder Jim Towsey Margaret Elkenhans 

Committee  Bruce Harkness Mel Brackstone Jim Towsey 

Committee  Lee Munkley  Tony Sumpton Keith Stanley 

Committee       
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LOCAL CRAFTSMAN AND BIMER MEMBER - My Bonsai Stands – Michael C. 

 
We all know that bonsai need a stand to elevate it 
and make it easier to see. To give more relevance 
and attention to the tree. It's all about the tree. 
The pot and stand should compliment the tree 
and not distract from it. I feel it is important for 
the stand to  be subservient to the tree but at the 
same time it needs to be in perfect condition for 
any defect's or damage will attract the attention 
of the viewer, leading your attention away from 
the tree. Again, it's all about the tree.  
 
 
I have been making bonsai stands for many years, 
for myself and other club members. Most of my 
stands are made from re-claimed cabinet timbers 
although I do use new timber at times. I like the 
idea of something that has been cast aside can be salvaged and re-born, made into something new that will be 
cherished and used for many years to come and 
hopefully not end up in landfill. 
 
 
Looking at pictures of bonsai on display from 
various shows around the world. I get the 
inspiration for the designs of the stand that I make. 
The size also, I have come to a basic ratio in 
relation to the pot and tree that the stand has 
been made for . I like to make a stand to suit a 
particular pot or pot and tree combination. Most 
of my stands I make for myself or for other bonsai 
practitioners on request, that way I don’t have a lot 
of pre made stands in stock. My workshop and 
storage area is very small, so I like to move the 
stands on  promptly. All my stands are finished in 
natural penetrating oils and waxes to impart a 
natural sheen. I do not like high gloss finishes for myself, I know some people do. My personal opinion is that a high 
gloss finish tends to look a bit plastic and can take away from the natural beauty of the timber. 
 

 

New Guinea Rosewood 

 

 Hoop Pine  

 English Oak 
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1965, I started my apprenticeship in 
cabinetmaking and joinery and I have been in 
the woodworking business ever since. After 
retiring in 2012, I decided I needed to keep up 
with my interest in woodwork and get back 
into making something again, after many years 
off the tools and into administration. Making 
bonsai stands keeps me busy and I really enjoy 
working with the tools and timber again. At a 
slower pace than when I was in the industry . 
This is giving me the time to get a good job 
done and not have to rush a completion date. 
 
 
Working on a stand starts with the pot, then to 
size, design, sourcing timber, dressing and 
jointing, sanding lots of sanding, assembly, final 
sanding, then hand finishing with stains oils 
and waxes. Depending on the size and design 
of the stand the process can take up to 20hrs of 
work, that is over an extended period due to 
various construction issues and methods. 
 
 

I was asked to do this article for the newsletter 
and I hope you all got something out of it. If 

you would like to know more, feel free to talk to me     English Oak with stain 

at the club meetings. I am never sure if I have said enough or said what you want to hear.   

     

Thank you , see you at the next meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American White Oak with stain 
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WILLOW LEAF FIG - Geoff S. 

I purchased my Ficus nerifolia at Northside Bonsai as a bonsai starter in October 2013 for $12.50. What attracted me 

was its already thickening trunk. This tree variety grows a good trunk and root system and in fact an issue in working 

with them is controlling this growth. I had significant input in the styling from both Tony Bebb and Steve Cullum at 

different times. 

Miniatures are quicker to mature than larger trees (does anyone want to challenge me on this?). Good ramification 

was achieved in 6 years. I had to do major pruning of the roots to stop them becoming uncontrolled and ugly as one 

often sees in unmanaged Nerifolia. This is an ongoing battle and one I fear I might lose in the future. 

 

My tree was placed in its present pot in 2019. It seems more suitable than the larger pot it was in.  It requires annual 

repotting to manage the root system. I defoliate the tree annually and this keeps the leaf fresh and supports greater 

ramification. Another feature of the Willow leaf fig is that the leaf canopy grows very thick. About half of the leaf is 

pruned when I show the tree. The tree is currently 200mm high and 250mm wide and fits the definition of miniature 

or shohin. I keep my tree in a shade house throughout the year. 
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DEMONSTRATION BY TONY BEBB 
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BEGINNERS COURSE 
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WORKSHOP WITH TONY BEBB 
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BIMER 2021 AGM SPECIAL TIME 

Due to the visiting demonstrator being here in July the AGM will be held at 1.00pm before the normal start time of 

the meeting. You must be a financial member to participate and vote at the meeting. All positions are declared 

vacant and new members are encouraged to become involved in the committee. Remember the club is run entirely 

by volunteers and all help is welcome. If you don’t feel you can join the committee help is welcome at the meetings 

too. We are looking for a new secretary as Kim has stepped down and Malcolm has also left the committee so there 

are general committee vacancies. 

DISPLAY TABLE 

 

Please remember to bring along a tree, a deciduous or any tree for display this month. You may need 
some feedback or assistance with developing it into a bonsai.  Any tree is welcome.  An afternoon tea break will be 
available to pursue advice about your tree.  Members are encouraged to share their accumulated knowledge with the 
newer members.  There’s also the chance to win an additional lucky door prize for any member who brings in a tree 
for display.  

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE NOW 

If you are unsure if your membership is current, please check with Tony at the next meeting. 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as follows: 
Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #: 10112801 – 
REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

*** 

NOTICE BOARD 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

2 July 2021 Paid workshop Leigh Taafe 

3 July 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am – 12pm 

3 July 2021 Workshop 9am/Leigh Taafe 

4 July 2021 Paid Workshops with Leigh Taafe 

7 Aug 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

7 Aug 2021 Workshop 9am/ Andrew Selman - Junipers 

22 Aug 2021 Market Day  

4 Sep 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

4 Sep 2021 Workshop 9am/ Lindsay Bebb & Glen Bebb 

2 Oct 2021 Skills & Knowledge Course 9am – 12pm 

2 Oct 2021 The Four Locals (natives) 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

 Redlands 

18-19 September 2021 Bonsai Society of QLD  

18-19 September 2021 Sunshine Coast Show 

18-19 September 2021 Toowoomba Show 

13 November 2021 Gold Coast Tweed Show 

 


