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Hello All 
 
It was good to be able to put on a show again and it was a great weekend.  Thank you all who participated in the event 
as well as those volunteering their time.  The weekend ran quite smoothly and it was good to see so many great trees 
that I hadn’t seen before.  We had a good crowd with over 700 visitors over the weekend.  A big thank you to Myra 
for the social media marketing that helped raise 
awareness for the show. Craig J, David G and Bruce H, did 
a wonderful job in entertaining and educating the public 
during the demonstrations.  In the sales area, we had less 
green stock than our previous years, but there were 
plenty of pots to choose from.  The sales area did very well 
nonetheless.  The photo shows some of our more 
colourful visitors. 
 
We will have Tony Bebb join us to talk and present on Figs (Ficus species) at the next meeting.  Tony is an experienced 
local bonsai artist who is now doing bonsai full time professionally.  You can see Tony’s work on his Facebook site and 

he has also started a YouTube channel.  Figs are a versatile species that 
grow well in our climate. If you would like to have your fig bonsai 
discussed, please bring it along to the meeting.  The fig shown here will 
be the focus of Tony’s presentation.  The morning session will also see 
Tony helping out members in a general workshop, so I encourage all to 
take advantage of this.  We will also be holding the free beginner’s 
course in the morning, offered to visitors of our recent show, so there 
should be a lot of new faces. 
 
In July, Bimer will be hosting a weekend with Leigh Taafe, who is the 
curator of the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection in Canberra.  Leigh 

is an experienced bonsai artist who also previously ran his own bonsai nursery.  We will be holding workshops and 
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presentations so please see the flyer sent out to members for further details.  We need to know numbers attending 
so members will need to register for the free Saturday events also. 
 
Out in the garden, the weather is starting to cool now, but there is plenty of warmth in the daytime still.  Check your 
pots are drying out sufficiently between watering to avoid any root issues.  If you have deciduous trees, move them 
to a sunnier position to encourage better autumn colour.  If you have any trees showing colour at the moment, send 
in a photo via the Bimer email so we can share it with the members.  See you at the next meeting. 
 
AG 

BIMER ANNUAL SHOW 2021 

What a great event ! Even the weather couldn’t dampen the enthusiasm. We had a record attendance of 

710 over the weekend and smashed the best trade area takings by nearly double the previous best. The 

standard of the trees was lifted from 2019 and the presentation has also seen a lift in the quality. 

Here are the winning trees: 

Best in show 
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Runner up best in show 

 

 

Presidents choice 
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Runner up Presidents choice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peoples choice 
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BCI medal winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE ANNUAL SHOW 
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MAY CALENDAR TREE – Azalea – David G  

This variety of Azalea of Unfortunately I don’t know. I 

purchased this tree approximately back in 2008 from 

a person who was selling some bonsais .This tree was 

not a bonsai and it had been growing in a terracotta 

pot on the patio for approximately 35 years until I 

purchased it. I have been reducing the height of this 

tree over a number of years. 
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In 2017 the tree was removed from a foam box into 

its current bonsai pot. In late 2018 it was worked on 

at a workshop with Tony Bebb.  
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Is Murraya a native? By Steve Cullum 

This is a question that is often asked and the answer is yes and no. 

The Murraya much used in south east Queensland as a hedging plant is typically called Murraya paniculata ‘exotica’ 

although the ‘exotica’ is rarely seen on nursery labels. This is the exotic (ie foreign) form which is fairly robust and 

grows pretty quickly. It is used widely throughout SE Asia, where it is a native species, for bonsai and you will 

regularly see very impressive examples in their bonsai exhibitions. 

Northern Australia does have a native form of Murraya. Sometimes you will read that it is called Murraya paniculata, 

or Murrays paniculate ‘ovatifoliolata’ and more often now as Murraya ovatifoliolata. 

So little wonder at the confusion. I’m not sure where the moving feast of taxonomy stands at the moment on what it 

should be called. 

The exotic form is regarded as an environmental weed in Qld and NSW as it seeds readily and makes an attractive 

fruit for birds. 

Apparently, you can tell the difference visually only by the leaf size. All Murraya have a compound leaf with 3 to 10 

leaflets. The exotic form leaflets are a little larger at 3 to 7 cm long and narrow-elliptic in shape compared to the 

native ovatifoliolata leaflets at 1.5 to 4 cm and ovate shaped. 

 

The photo shows a Murraya ‘exotica’ leaf from my garden. The leaflet length is 4 cm, so arguably could be either but 

I’m sure it will be the exotic form. The other smaller leaf in the picture is the dwarf form Mini Murraya. The second 

picture is of an amazing dwarf form Murraya penjing bonsai from Taiwan where both the larger leafed and mini form 

are much used for bonsai. We should be using it too more than we do, and no sorry it’s not a native either. 
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Getting back to the native form, 

M. ovatifoliolata, it is apparently 

a slower grower, commonly 

found in dry rainforest 

environments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a photo of the leaf 

formation of M. ovatifoliolata so 

there is unlikely to be any 

confusion when looking at the 

leaves of the different forms. It’s 

easy to see why it has the name. 

After having done this little bit 

of research and realising it is 

another dry rainforest native 

species, I really do need to 

acquire a few! I see that 

Burringbar native nursery have 

them on their retail listing. I 

wonder if they are the real thing 

or another misidentification? 

Happy hunting, 

Steve Cullum 
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COME AND SEE TONY BEBB AT BIMER IN JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony’s bonsai journey began at the age of 13 when he attended his first workshop with Tom Yamamoto. In 1984, 

having just turned 17, he started work at the family Bonsai nursery in Brisbane and his father started teaching him 

the ‘Art’ of Bonsai. He worked there for 16 years learning about, teaching and growing Bonsai. He is a nationally and 

internationally registered Bonsai tutor and demonstrator, and is well respected for his ability and expression, as well 

as his individualism and freedom of thought. Tony regularly travels throughout the world conducting workshops and 

demonstrations with a number of guest artist appearances at National Conventions, World Bonsai Conventions, 

AABC/BCI Bonsai Namaste in India.  

Tony is currently Principal of the Brisbane International Bonsai School and conducts private workshops for fellow 

enthusiasts. If you want lessons and direction in your bonsai, email Tony on tonybebb@bigpond.com. 

Tony will be focusing on figs this month. Bring your figs in so you can work with him from 9.00am to 12.00pm and 

then enjoy Tony from 1.30pm. Tony will be discussing an overview on figs, their characteristics and care, what you 

can and can’t do and then will be reworking an old fig in a demonstration. 

Bring your figs along, particularly different varieties, so Tony can use them to give you advice and discuss 

characteristics. 

It should be a huge day. See you there. 

*** 

ANNUAL SHOW – David C 

Congratulations to all those members who exhibited at this year’s show.  Personally, I could see much improvement 

in the presentation of the trees, nice stands, polished pots, and lots of mossing, all features which add to the overall 

appearance of your tree.  

I would also like to thank all those members who brought items to sell on the show week-end.  As I have previously 

mentioned, it’s our biggest fundraising event and your contribution, which allows our club to operate, is very much 

appreciated.    
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Lastly I would like to add my thanks to all the people who helped set up, dismantle and did all the jobs in-

between.  This year’s show was made a little more difficult than usual because of COVID and your assistance over 

the week-end allowed the show to be a great success. 

BIMER 2021 AGM SPECIAL TIME 

Due to the visiting demonstrator being here in July the AGM will be held at 1.00pm before the normal start time of 

the meeting. You must be a financial member to participate and vote at the meeting. All positions are declared 

vacant and new members are encouraged to become involved in the committee. Remember the club is run entirely 

by volunteers and all help is welcome. If you don’t feel you can join the committee help is welcome at the meetings 

too. We are looking for a new secretary as Kim has stepped down and Malcolm has also left the committee so there 

are general committee vacancies. 

 

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE NOW 

If you are unsure if your membership is current, please check with Tony at the next meeting. 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as follows: 
Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #: 10112801 – 
REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

 

*** 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

5th June 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

5th June 2021 Workshop 9am/ Tony Bebb - figs 

2nd July 2021 Paid workshop Leigh Taafe 

3rd July 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am – 12pm 

3rd July 2021 Workshop 9am/Leigh Taafe 

7 Aug 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

7 Aug 2021 Workshop 9am/ Andrew Selman TBC 

22 Aug 2021 Market Day  

4 Sep 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

4 Sep 2021 Workshop 9am/ Lindsay Bebb 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

 Redlands 

18-19 September 2021 Bonsai Society of QLD  

18-19 September 2021 Sunshine Coast Show 

18-19 September 2021 Toowoomba Show 

13th November 2021 Gold Coast Tweed Show 
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