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Hello All, 
 
I was sorry to have missed the last meeting due to illness, but I heard that it was a very well received session. I hope 
those that attended were able to get something out of it. Thank you to our three presenters: Keith, David C and Gil. 
 
The next meeting will be an all-day workshop so I recommend you take advantage and get assistance from experienced 
fellow members that will be present.  In the afternoon, besides the general workshop, we will also be running a 
discussion group regarding bonsai display and presentation.  See the newsletter for more details. 
 
Remember that our show is just over a month away.  I hope you have picked the trees you intend to display.  Keep an 
eye on these trees and do any light trimming now so they have time to grow out a bit.  This will help them look their 
best at show time.  Start looking around for a stand that will fit your tree if you need to.  We always have a large sales 
area at the show as well and due to the location, get a lot of public visitors to our show from the Botanic Gardens.  If 
you have any trees or stock that you no longer want, consider putting them for sale in the show.  See the committee 
if you are unsure of the sales process. 
 
Out in the garden, there has been a lot of rain lately so everything is looking green and lush.  Now is a good time to 
cut back any trees that you are trying to maintain or preparing for the show.  With all the extra leaf growth, the 
branches will start to thicken also.  Look inside the branches for any wire that may be biting in.  There should be plenty 
of moss growing outdoors for you to harvest for the show display.  Also keep an eye on the bugs as they will be rampant 
in the current weather. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
AG 
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MARCH  MEETING 

There was a great turnout for our March meeting  which was held at the Shed at Nundah due to a booking  clash. 

Keith made a fantastic powerpoint presentation about displaying trees and all of the intricacies that go with it. David 

and Gil then ran a critique aimed at improving the quality of trees which are presented at our show. Many of the 

audience members  learned new aspects of how to present and display a tree and the dos and do nots. Thanks to all 

3 for their contributions !  

 

 

 

mailto:info@bimerbonsai.org.au


Bimer Bonsai Club disclaims all responsibility for the content and technical accuracy of the articles published in this newsletter. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO KEITH 

It is with great pleasure that I report that Keith has been chosen as the QLD representative for the NBPCA Collection 

Advisory Committee. This is a 1 year appointment and we look forward to seeing Keith advancing local trees for 

consideration at the National Collection. 

 

MARCH CALENDAR TREE – Juniper – Michael C 

 
This juniper was bought from the club trade table approximately eight 

years ago. It was in an eight inch pot and the tree was lying horizontally 

over the edge and already screwed to the driftwood. After twelve months 

I decided the tree would look better in an upright position. I re-potted the 

tree, still in the eight inch pot but now in the upright position that it is 

currently in. That seemed to set it back somewhat and it was a couple of 

years before it started to improve. Once the tree had stabilised and the 

growth had improved, I set about doing the initial styling and transferred it 

into the pot you see now. 

Still not really happy with my styling of the tree, I allowed a close friend 

and fellow club member to have his way with it and I must say that I am 

very happy with the result. 

There are still a few issues with it that I am working on but ultimately this 

is it folks. 
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INTERVIEW WITH ELAINE BRADSHAW 

Recently I sat down and spent some time under Elaine’s house. Many current and former committee 

members would be familiar with the area. For many, many years the committee meetings were held there 

until Elaine left the committee. Elaine is in her early 80’s and in her previous life she was a high school 

teacher and head of Home Economics. She has been with Bimer since January 1983 when it kicked off, 

previously being a member of BSQ. She has held the positions of Trade Table, President and Vice President, 

Treasurer and committee member. Elaine has attended many conferences and represented Bimer often. 

How old were you when you first got into bonsai?  After some mental arithmetic we established 

Elaine was in her late 30’s living in Canada when she developed an interest in bonsai. This later bloomed 

into an obsession which saw her join the BSQ in 1977. 

Who was your first inspiration?  It seems to be a common theme here – Lindsay Bebb has been 

a great influence on Elaine. She also admired the work of Wal Morton, a founding member of Bimer.  

What was your first tree and do you still have it?  It was a QSL fig that she had for 30 years. She 

did sell it after potting it up into a bigger pot. 

What is your favourite species and why?  Elaine has a penchant for Azaleas, especially Japanese 

varieties and she loves the flowers. When she first started bonsai she disliked Japanese Black Pines but 

developed a love/ hate relationship with them. 

Why do you do bonsai?  Being part of the community and maintaining social contact is an 

important part of Elaine’s bonsai journey. She enjoys contact with people and has traveled to Hawaii, 

Taiwan, Japan, Korea and Singapore to attend conferences. 

Who would you say is your mentor?  Elaine took advice and inspiration from many different 

sources, and crafted her own approach to bonsai. She particularly enjoyed learning from interstate and 

international visiting tutors. 

What was your best tree and why?  Elaine had a fig in a hexagonal pot she bought back from 

Korea. She felt that figs were the perfect tree to grow in Brisbane and they suited the time constraints she 

had working and looking after the household.   

Why did Bimer come into being ?  There was a need for a Northside club and BSQ was meeting at 

nighttime at this stage. It was felt that there was enough interest in Brisbane to have 2 clubs. 

What do you hope for the club in the future? She hopes to see the skills and knowledge continue and 

the help grow the club. She also believes that Bimer needs to maintain a good balance between hands on 

workshops and demonstrations. Elaine believes we also need to co operate with the other Brisbane based 

clubs.. 

If there is just one piece of advice you had listened to when you first started what is it? If she had 

a time machine besides buying Microsoft shares she would go back and tell herself to make more time to 

spend on her trees and maintaining them. She would urge herself to realise that bonsai needs time spent 

on them. 
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During our talk, Elaine related some of the club’s history – how Bimer spent the first 6 years in the potting 

shed at Hawkins nursery rent free. It was understood that members would buy supplies from the nursery 

while walking in or out getting to the shed. At times members or 

guests would do demonstrations and occasionally an international 

demonstrator would visit. When that would happen an alternative 

venue would be sought. Shows did not happen until November 1987 

when the first one was presented at Mt Coot-tha. Prior to that, 

smaller displays  were held at Hawkins until the club moved to the 

church hall in Jaguar St. Back in the early days, there was a shortage 

of information and supplies. Lindsay’s nursery at Moorooka was the 

only source of both, other than the library. Quite often members 

would carpool to make the trip for shopping and information. When 

Elaine started the trade table, her and Alan would drive down to 

Brian Bennet to purchase supplies. He traded out of his house and 

was a great source of supplies. She also recalls Tess and Selby 

Simpson running workshops in their garage. Of course, things have 

changed slightly over the years. 

Thanks for sharing Elaine !  
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Ben Flegg - Bimer Bonsai Club Member and February 2021 Market Day Store Holder - BIO 

 
I found a love for bonsai at age 14. My Dad first made a bonsai with me for Mum's birthday. I am now 41 and I’ve 
been stung by the Bonsai Bee ever since. I moved to QLD in 2008. I pretty much only work with tropical trees - 
Bougainvillea, Figs, Hong Kong Kumquat and Wrightias, but I try to keep them small these days. 
 
I've really only paid attention to the display of bonsai in the last five years or so. I watch and learn from a vast array 
of international bonsai pages on Facebook and by attending as many shows as I can. My favourite countries for 
bonsai display are Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong. 
 
Various Examples of Bonsai Display. 
 

 
   
 
 
 

  
 
In march of 2020 I was made redundant from my job due to Covid19. I knew 
exactly what to do with my new found time as I had started searching for 
Australian burl timber about a year prior. I had sourced a good burl supplier 
about two hours west of Warwick. 
For those unaccustomed to 'burl' timber. A burl is a tree growth in which the 
grain has grown in a deformed manner. It is commonly found in the form of a 
rounded outgrowth on a tree trunk or branch that is filled with small knots 
from dormant buds. 
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Timber Burl. 
 
Before:       After: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All of the Bonsai Display slabs and Kusamono stands that I make are made with burl timber only.  
 
The steps of making a bonsai slab are: 
1. Source the burl. 
2. Mill the burl into slabs with a large horizontal saw. Or large band saw. 
3. Sand the burl flat. Start at 40 Grit - then 120, 180, 240, (400 depending on finish requirements and what we are 
lacquering it with) scour with a light pad. 
4. Carve out the base using a Chisel, Router, Dremel, Die Grinder or drill. 
5. Add design elements. Holes, bevel or routed edge. 
6. Add brand. 
7. Finish with oil, wax or varnish. 
 

              
 
 
The underside of a Root Stand Bonsai Display. 
Routed out, branded and finished with a two layers 
Osmo Oil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As I get older I am almost entirely focussed on miniature to shohin sized bonsai. Mostly due to a back injury. I get a 
lot of joy from making my trees smaller and more complex and I really enjoy matching smaller trees to pots and 
stands. 
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A collection of my trees and stands from 2019 to 2020   
 

   
 

 
 
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My Facebook page is easy to find.  
 
Ben Flegg Bonsai Displays Australia. 

Anyone wondering about tools, techniques and timber feel free to reach out any-time.  😁 
 
Ben.flegg@gmail.com  
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APRIL MEETING 

Monthly Meeting Saturday 3rd April 2021 

We are back at Wavell Heights for our April Meeting. We hope you can make it. 

9.00am – 12.30pm Skills and Knowledge course (registered participants) 

We will be doing Module 8 of the course. Bring along: 

 Trees you have done during the course so far. 

 Trees that you will be putting into the show. 

 Trees you would like to discuss.  

 Your notes and folders 

9.00am – 12.30pm Workshop  

We will have our normal workshop. Everyone should bring along their trees. Some of our more experienced 

members will help you with your trees. 

Take advantage of the trade table being open.  

1.30 – 4.30pm Tips, Tricks, and Ideas for presenting Bonsai  

In order to get the best out of the art of Bonsai it is important to prepare your trees 

for presentation. This is particularly so for our annual show on the 1-2nd May 2021.  

A team of experienced bonsai artists will share their knowledge with you on Easter 

Saturday 3rd April 2021. With practical demonstrations and explanations of what to 

look for, how to get the best solutions and tips and tricks they have learnt along the 

way. 

 Pots 

We will give an overview of what pots to choose for your tree and why.  

 Where to place the tree in the pot.  

 What shape of pot best suits what kind of tree? 

 What colours work best with what tree types. Etc. 

 

Wiring 

How do you wire best for display and at a show?  

 Wire type, colour, and thickness 

 Tie wires  

Neatness and display ready. 

 Moss and covering 

The soil covering finishes the tree best. We will cover: 

 Why is it there? 
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 What materials are best and why? 

 Where do you find it? 

 How to apply it. 

 Stands, Gita etc.  

A display tree should never be placed straight on the show table. It needs a stage to present it at the best. 

 What guidelines are there for stands?  

 Where do you find them? 

 What are Gita? 

 Colours and types. 

 Accent Plants 

Accent plants help broaden the story of the bonsai display 

and help to compliment your tree: 

 What are the best accent plants?  

 How do you use them? 

 Where do you find them? 

Photography 

How do you photograph your tree to capture this moment in time when it is at its best? 

 

BONSAI ISLAND 

After 17 years, Bonsai Island at Newhaven VIC will no longer offer Sat-Sun 10am-5pm trading hours. Elaine 

is still working full-time Mon-Fri in her book-keeping & payroll practice, busier than ever with COVID-19 

implications for clients.  The toll of 7-day weeks on health & well-being with no respite, has been felt 

lately.  Bonsai Island is NOT going out of business.  We have pivoted the business to online sales of bonsai 

pots, tools & books. We will soon add Plants and Bonsai to our shopping menus, when we work out how to 

safely pack & deliver these items via anyone other than ourselves, to destinations in Australia allowable 

under biosecurity restrictions, eg no plant material to TAS or WA. 

Bonsai Island will continue to 'take the van on the road' to Bonsai Club Shows, Sale Days and other Events 

& Conventions, as gatherings resume in the new COVID-normal world we all hope to enjoy.  This approach 

gives bonsai enthusiasts the chance to see and handle the pots we offer & discuss container options for 

their trees. 

We now offer a 'Nursery Open by Appointment Only' service at 32 Phillip Island Road, Newhaven, but do 

ask for at least 48 hours' notice so we can arrange a mutually convenient time. Call or SMS 0428 351 113 or 

email bonsaiisland@live.com to initiate the appointment-making process.  

Our website is available 24/7, www.bonsaiisland.net 

Thank you from Elaine Brown & Jim McWilliam, Bonsai Island 
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Black Pine Pruning 
 
This is a Black Pine that I grew from seed about 10 years ago. The sacrifice 
branch has been left to grow tall to fatten up the lower trunk.  The branches 
on the lower trunk area are periodically cut back and not allowed to grow 
too long to prevent them from growing too large and having buds close to 
the trunk. A close up of the main portion of the tree is below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It was time to thin the needles and cut back any long branches or candles that were encountered to maintain the finer 
branching.  If this work is not done, then the lower branches will elongate, become thick and any inner buds would die 
off.  The needles were thinned out leaving a 5 – 10 needles at the bud ends.  Longer branches were cut back and any 
areas with branches or shoots with three or more, were reduced down to two.  The long needles were cut back to 
about an inch long to neaten up the tree and to allow more sunlight to the inner buds.  These cut needles will go brown 
on the tips and look a little unsightly, but this tree is still a few years away from being displayed and by then, they will 
have been replaced by new needles. This work was done last month and there are already new buds starting to sprout. 
The photo on the left shows examples of the new buds pointed to by the arrows.  The sacrifice branch at the top was 
left untouched to ensure continued energy flow. This will be cut off in the next couple of years. 
 
Albert G 
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PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as follows: 
 Bank of Queensland - Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated - BSB: 124 001 - Account #: 10112801 – 
REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

 

*** 

NOTICE BOARD 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

20th – 21st March 2021 Bonsai Horizons 3 

28th March 2021 Redland’s Annual Show 

3rd April 2021 Skills & Knowledge Course 9am - 12pm 

3rd April 2021 Workshop 9am/  

1-2 May 2021 Annual Show Mt Coot-tha 

5th June 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am- 12pm 

5th June 2021 Workshop 9am/ Tony Bebb 

2nd July 2021 Paid workshop Leigh Taffe 

3rd July 2021 Skills and Knowledge Course 9am – 12pm 

3rd July 2021 Workshop 9am/Leigh Taafe 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

TBA Bonsai Society of QLD  

TBA Sunshine Coast Show 

28TH March 2021 Redlands Show 

18-19 September 2021 Toowoomba Show 

13th November 2021 Gold Coast Tweed Show 
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