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Hello All, 
 
I was sorry to have to miss the last meeting, but I heard it was a good session with Robyn and Carole.  I will 
have to check out the video of the session when it is ready. 
 
Last month Bimer held a dig at the Catholic Uni grounds in Nudgee.  It was a great day out with some nice 
natives collected.  We will give a follow-up on these trees to discuss how successful we were.  Some of the 
smaller test sheoaks and eucalypts we collected earlier in the year are doing well, so we are optimistic. 
 
The next meeting we have Bradley Barlow returning to talk to us about his antique pots.  I look forward to a 
follow-up of the discussion he provided last year. If you have any interesting bonsai pots, you are welcome 
to bring them along to the meeting.  There will also be a general workshop in the morning with some 
experienced bonsai artists available to help participants.  If you want some help with a tree, I recommend 
you come along with your tree and tools.  This is free to all members. 
 
Out in the garden, the weather has been quite dry until recently.  With some recent rains, our gardens and 
bonsai should start to put on lots of new growth.  It will also bring the pests, so keep an eye on your trees 
and treat any pests accordingly.  Its is a good time to repot most natives now with tropical species, such as 
figs and bougies, responding well to a repot in the warmer months also.  Ensure any repotted trees are 
protected from strong winds and heat until they have established.  
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In my garden, I took a break from repotting and did some carving on a 
large claret top that came from the Bimer dig we did about 5 years ago.  
This was a large tree and the trunks were cut to flat stumps when it 
was collected.  I pruned it back to specific branches and then carved 
the stumps to transition to these branches more naturally.  It is time to 
leave the tree grow again to recover from the work.  The next step will 
then be to cut back the branches to where I want the next branch split 
to occur.  This species strikes from bare wood quite readily so it is a 
good styling method.  It was good to get the large carving tools out 
again.  It has been too long. 
 
See you at the next meeting. 
AG   
 

NOVEMBER MEETING SATURDAY 7TH 

Since the resumption of our monthly meetings we have had a workshop in the morning of every meeting. 

The Club has arranged for each of the demonstrators at our meetings to be available on the Saturday morning prior 

to their demonstration in order to provide advice and assistance to the Club members who attend these informal 

sessions. So far we have enjoyed the services of Tony Bebb, Lindsay and Glenys Bebb and Carol Waller, who have 

provided great assistance to those participating.  Our November meeting will also start at 9am with a workshop.  We 

have arranged for a number of senior Club members, namely David Gibson, Michael Clarke and Albert Garcia, all of 

whom have many years Bonsai experience,  to be available for those who are seeking assistance i.e. styling, 

maintenance, general advice etc. etc. 

In addition, Craig Jurd, a very well-known Queensland Bonsai artist, will also be there in the morning to provide 

further support. 

This is the last workshop for the year and encourage all of you to take advantage of the wealth of knowledge that 

these artists have to assist you with your trees.  This will be a wonderful opportunity and we hope to see many of 

you there. 

After the afternoon-tea break, the monthly auction will be a pot or pots.  On display will be the stand that Michael 

Clarke has kindly donated.  

Many of us are aware of Michael Clark's expertise 

when it comes to Bonsai but perhaps our newer 

members may not know that Michael is also a 

craftsman in the art of making bonsai tables. 

Michael has in recent years gifted a number of his 

hand-made tables to international bonsai 

demonstrators and to national bonsai conventions. 

Michael has now donated this beautiful bonsai table 

to our Club. It will be auctioned at our Christmas 

meeting on the 5 December. This hand-crafted, 

bespoke table is made of Australian Blackwood and measures 44cm long, 33cm wide and 13 cm high.  The table will 

be on display at our November meeting. 

The committee, on behalf of the Club, would like to express its thanks to Michael for this generous gift.      

 

December Auction 
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BIMER TREE DIG 

It was a very blustery morning on Saturday 26th September when about 10 members turned out for a dig for natives. 
Mostly casuarina’s were dug with a few eucalypts thrown in. It was great to have a site so close to civilisation and we 
have Pierre to thank for that. He bagged the best tree for the day and has been warned it must survive ! 
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BIMERS CHRISTMAS BREAK UP 

Remember to bring along your donations for the silent auction to help raise much needed funds for the club. As well 

as the silent auction the beautiful stand made by Michael C will be auctioned and there will be Christmas hamper to 

be raffled. Please bring along bonsai related items such as tools, green stock and pots as well as wine. Remember the 

goods you bring must be quality saleable items and not stuff you should put in the bin ! Don’t water your green stock 

for the day before and please make sure there are no ants ! See you on the 5th December and remember to bring 

plenty of change. 

 

FROM THE TRADE TABLE 

Just a reminder to everyone that the November meeting will be the last opportunity to purchase items 
from the trade table this year, as it will not be available at the December meeting. 

 

OCTOBER MEETING  

After a fantastic morning of assisting members in a free workshop conducted by Robin and Carol we were treated to 

a great afternoon presentation. Carol split a juniper which had been in her care for a long time and was one of those 

trees that you never know what to do with it. Turns out after making a rock for it the tree fitted perfectly in 2 parts. 

Towards the end of the demo she talked about akadama and it’s unique properties. 
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DISPLAY TABLE 

Please remember to bring along a pot, a special pot you may have or even a tree in a pot ! You may need some 

feedback or assistance with any trees you bring to develop them into bonsai.  Any tree is welcome.  Members are 

encouraged to share their accumulated knowledge with the newer members.  There’s also the chance to win an 

additional lucky door prize for any member who brings in a tree for display. 

*** 

 
NEXT MEETING “WHAT’S IN A POT” with BRADLEY BARLOW 

 
This will be an interactive talk and discussion. 
Bradley has asked that if you have a special pot 
you would like to discuss please bring it along.  
 
Bradley Barlow began creating Bonsai in 1993 
and with the generous support of local experts, 
won numerous styling awards at local, national 
and international levels. He is a Life Member of 
Bonsai Clubs International and participated in 
many conventions, especially in the Asia Pacific. 
He has a deep interest in Chinese Viewing 
Stones, of which he has an extensive 
international collection. 
  
He has always been fascinated with the 
collection and adoration of bonsai pots. In 2014 
he launched a small family business focussed on 
creating Virtual Bonsai Trees and in procuring 
the elusive bonsai treasures from Asia to share 
with like-minded enthusiasts. 
  
Bradley has retired from teaching to devote his 
time to the research of antique bonsai 
containers and display tables, and holds an 
awesome memory on the history and stories of 
the famous potters who created these 
masterpieces.  
 
Bradley has an enviable antique museum quality bonsai pot and display table collection in a purpose-built facility and 
contains a room specifically devoted to Japanese Imperial Pots – and he will share some these with Bimer Bonsai 
Club members.  
 
He states that very few people have ever seen authentic examples of these pots, let alone experience the ultimate 
pleasure of owning these exclusive antique pots that belong to a lost period of Japanese Bonsai. 
  
“It is like hunting a mythical beast as I try to track down and wrestle out hidden truth in my search for historical facts 
and the elusive treasure to match. Here at last is some material proof that the mythical beast does indeed exist out 
there!”  
 
And we are so lucky Bradley is going to share some of these treasures and their historical background with us.  
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A small part of Bradley’s collection  
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OCTOBER CALENDAR TREE – Ben V 
 

 

This was my first big bonsai investment where I stopped referring to myself 

as a beginner bonsai artist. Purchased during a family road trip to Canberra 

October 2015 from Leong Kwong’s South Side Bonsai in Sydney (fig.1). It has 

only ever been referred to as the price I paid for it ($525), so the aptly 

named 525 returned to Brisbane and was left untouched for 3 months to 

adjust to the new climate. During that time, I pondered every aspect of this 

tree’s potential. When the time came to start work (six weeks later) I was 

surprised that wiring the first lowest branch keep me as occupied as a 

smaller $150 Juniper brought from Brisbane. A good month later I had 

completed 525’s first styling (fig.2). 

In Autumn 2018, after a year and a half without unnecessary trimming, 525 

was transferred into a training bonsai pot. It was in this pot that 525 was 

shown for the first time at the 2019 Bimer Bonsai show. During that stage 

my bonsai soil mix skills were at a beginner level, using general potting mix 

spliced with diatomite. While the soil mix had initial good drainage, 3 – 6 

months later surface pooling would occur leading to a preferential drainage 

where sections in the root ball would likely never receive any water. I would also top up soil levels when I thought the 

roots were too exposed under the understanding that the nebari (root flare) grows larger when submerged in soil. This 

added to the conditions that led to poor drainage and water distribution, 

due to smaller soil particles (from the heterogeneous potting mix) settling 

between free pore spaces. After Winter, 525 was unresponsive to regrowth, 

and during Summer the foliage was showing a decline in colour and vigour. I 

was devastated from 525’s demise, and I have essentially done no bonsaiing 

since.  While 525’s outcome is not ideal, it was lesson learnt – that soil mix 

and quality is quite possibly one of the hardest variables to keep in check 

with bonsai. Especially considering how harsh the Australian climate can be 

on a good draining soil mix with increased evaporation (and decomposition) 

rates.  

For us as bonsai growers, soils that are fast draining will dry out quickly, and 

the tricks used in gardening like mulching only hinders the tiny root zone 

because decomposed organic matter will acts the same as small particles 

(yet still very important for soil health).  

I 100% believe 525 died from poor drainage, due to the decomposition of 

organic material that lead to areas of soil compaction that resulted in other 

areas of preferential drainage, resulting in isolated dry zones in the root ball.  

My current juniper potting mix consists of a granular 2 -5 mm mix of akadama, diatomite, pumice, and decomposed 

granite. I use akadama for its water holding capacity and nutrient retention, properties that are associated with clay 

particles. It is also a dispersive soil clay composite that breaks apart with vigorous root growth (a good thing), but leads to 

smaller particles that reduces pore space. As I mentioned before about Australia’s climatic conditions, dispersion is also 

increased by humid conditions, hence our dominant arid landscape. While the bonsai Japanese practice of repotting 

junipers is around 3 – 5 years, I will be repotting my plants more frequently than that. I think my mix still has a lot of room 

for improvement and I’d be happy to update you on further on any further revelations I have with my future bonsai soil 

mix.  
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MARKET DAY - IT’S BACK IN FEBRUARY 2021 ! 

Bimer will be holding a market day again on Sunday 7th February. More details to come – mark the day down in your 

calendar. Sellers please send an expression of interest to bimernews@gmail.com. 

 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 

7th November Morning Workshops – Bradley Barlow 

5th December Christmas Meeting 

6th February 2021 TBC 

7th February 2021 Market Day 

Other Bonsai Related Activities 

TBA Pine Rivers Garden & Plant Fair 

TBA Bonsai Open – Central Coast Bonsai Club 

Local Bonsai Shows 

TBA Bonsai Society of QLD  

TBA Toowoomba Show 

TBA Sunshine Coast Show 

TBA Redlands Show 

TBA Gold Coast Tweed Show 
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