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Hello All, 
 
We had a good turn out to the hall for the workshop despite the front ramp entrance not being available.  We hope this didn’t 
cause too much issue for you. We were only notified by the hall managers two days prior.  We hope to have use of the front ramp 
for the next meeting but we are unsure if it will be ready.  If the front entrance is blocked, please proceed to the back of the 
building.  The upcoming meeting will have Lindsay Bebb working on one of the club trees.  Lindsay is an experienced 
demonstrator who brings many years of bonsai knowledge to share with us. 
 
On 30 & 31 March we have our annual show.  I hope all members will consider bringing a tree to put on display.  Please 
remember it is your club and we want to display a variety of species, styles and levels to the public to show that bonsai can be 
practiced by all people.  If you have never put a tree up for display before, I urge you to consider it.  I encouraged a fellow 
member to display last year for the first time and they enjoyed the experience and the discussions the tree raised with fellow 
members.  They have already advised me of the trees they intend to display in this year’s show, so it is an encouraging thing to 
hear.  If you are unsure if your tree is ready for display, you can email me (info@bimerbonsai.org.au) the picture easily from your 
phone nowadays.  We are always keen to see some colour at the show, so also consider displaying a tree that is in flower. 
 
If you have bonsai stock you want to get rid of or have too many trees to look after, please also consider bringing it in to sell at 
the show’s trade table.  The club takes care of the selling for you for a commission and there is plenty of exposure to the public at 
the botanic gardens.  The money raised for the club goes into paying for various events that are put on during the year.   
 
See the show instructions included with the newsletter for where and when to bring your trees for display and sale. We also 
need helpers for the set up on Friday afternoon and also during the weekend.  Please see a committee member if you can help.  
 
The BSQ club are holding their Bonsai Horizons event again on 16-17 March.  Further details are found in the newsletter and 
please support events held by other local clubs. 
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If you would like to receive the newsletter in colour via email, with extra photos, instead of a printed copy, or have an article or other item you 
would like to see printed in the newsletter, please email bimernews@gmail.com 

In the garden, I have been cleaning up the trees I am thinking of displaying as well as passing a critical eye over my trees and 
training stock for the trade table.  I have a lot of trees (not all can be called bonsai) and a rule I try to follow is that I can’t buy 
more unless I sell some. Next job is to source some moss for the display trees.  This may be difficult in our rain scarce summer we 
have had so far. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING  – ALL DAY WORKSHOP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR TREE – TRIDENT MAPLE – Albert G. 

The maple forest began life as 1 year old seedlings that 

were left over from a project I did about 7 years ago. 

The seedlings were purchased in a bundle of 50 from a 

commercial grower.  The 10 or so plants I had left over I 

potted into individual shallow pots of various sizes.  The 

different sizes promoted different growth rates.  The 

individual trees were pruned, styled and repotted for a 

few years until they had sufficient branching and girth 

to plant up the forest.  I followed the basic process as 

outlined in magazines and books and started with the 

biggest tree and placing them individually until the 

smallest.  Basic guidelines were adhered to such as ensuring all trees can be 

seen from the front; no three trees line up from the front or the side; smaller 

trees were placed in the back to add more depth.  A couple of the smaller 

trees that died in the initially creation were replaced with spares the following 

spring.  They are treated as one root ball when repotting.  
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Bimer Bonsai Club disclaims all responsibility for the content and technical accuracy of the articles published in this newsletter. 

 

MARCH MEETING  – LINDSAY BEBB 

 

Lindsay has been practicing bonsai since 1970, and for 30 years owned and operated, with wife Glenis, a 7-day a 

week bonsai nursery in Brisbane, which was Australia’s only Retail Accredited Bonsai Nursery. He is an international 

demonstrator, workshop tutor, lecturer and judge. He was a Headliner and workshop tutor at the World Bonsai 

Convention in Washington DC; a Headliner and a Judge at the BCI International convention in Chencun China; 

Headliner at conventions in Australia and New Zealand; lecturer at the ASPAC convention in Singapore, and is to be a 

Headliner at conventions in Taiwan and Puerto Rico in 2019. Lindsay has also been a Judge of many international 

bonsai photographic contests. 

Since selling the nursery in 2007, Lindsay has been funding a programme to help 

train experienced bonsai practitioners to become bonsai teachers for the national 

Teachers Register. 

Since 2001 he has been Secretary, and Director for Australia and New positions 

include Director, 3rd Vice President and 1st Vice President of BCI from 1996 – 2001; 

President of Australian Associated Bonsai Clubs from 1991 – 2002, President of the 

Queensland Nursery Industry Association from 1996 – 1998, and Australian 

Representative on the ASPAC committee. 

Lindsay will be working on a club owned Buxus Harlandii that was repotted last year (picture above).  It has been 

trimmed but has not had any styling to date. 

DISPLAY TABLE 

Please remember to bring along a tree, a BUXUS or any tree for display this month. You may need some feedback or 

assistance with developing it into a bonsai.  Any tree is welcome.  Members are encouraged to share their 

accumulated knowledge with the newer members.  There’s also the chance to win an additional lucky door prize for 

any member who brings in a tree for display. 

March Activities 

We are still getting hot days, but when the weather starts to cool, preparation for autumn conditions commences. 

• Adjust your watering to the cooler and shortening days, watching for any hot days. 

• As it cools and trees move to their dormancy, reduce fertilizing, e.g. ½ strength monthly, or ¼ strength 
fortnightly.  Use a product with reduced N, higher P and K for structural strength. 

• Move light loving trees, e.g. pines and junipers, to ensure maximum exposure as the sun’s position changes; 
deciduous trees can have more light to help bring out the autumn colours. 

• Wiring to be left on over winter can be done as trees slow their growth as it cools. 

• Until the night temperatures are too cold, it is a good time to repot most species, but go easier on the root 
pruning.  Clerodendrums will benefit from a re-pot in March.  Figs and other tropical species can be done whilst the 
weather is still warm. 

• Continue to watch for and control pests as required, but they should start to reduce.  Chewing insects, 
aphids, scale, and red spidermite may visit.  Treat appropriately.  Fungal diseases may occur in this hot and humid 
weather – especially watch those species prone to phytophthora.  Treat or dunk in Fongarid or similar. 

• Keep up the pruning on the trees you expect to put into our annual show.  Also check them regularly for 
pests. 

 



If you would like to receive the newsletter in colour via email, with extra photos, instead of a printed copy, or have an article or other item you 
would like to see printed in the newsletter, please email bimernews@gmail.com 

NOTE - Wavell Heights Community Hall  

The front ramp will be out of action again. Please be aware of this. Alternative entrance is via the rear stairs. 

 

Managing Root Rot  

(Article published previously) 

I have had a few trees that have been attacked by phytophthora causing root rot this season due to the prolonged 
hot and humid weather.  Tree species that are more susceptible to root rot are those from dryer and/or colder 
climates (stone fruits, maples, etc.).  Some of the indicators of root rot include: 
 
• Loss of branches. 
• New shoots dying. 
• Tips of leaves going brown. 
• Soil staying wet for longer periods. 
• Yellowing of leaves. 
 
I have treated my sick trees by dunking the pot in an anti-fungal bath using Anti-Rot and Fongarid at the strengths 
recommended.  The trees are showing signs of improvement but the treatment will need to be repeated.  A repot 
can also be done to remove any rotting roots, but this can be stressful on the tree in its weakened position.  If doing 
this, be gentle with the roots and water afterwards with an anti-fungal solution. 
 
For phytophthora, prevention is better than the cure.  Phytophthora travels in water, so there are a few things you 
should keep in mind to minimise any occurrences: 
 
• Keep your pots off the ground, especially during the rainy periods. 
• Any old soil from diseased trees or those that have died should be thrown in the bin and not in the garden. 
• Pots that are being reused should be washed in a bleach solution, especially if they previously held a 
diseased tree or one that has recently died. 
• Get in the habit of dunking your tools in a sterilising solution (e.g. 50-50 solution of water and methylated 
spirits).  Tools used for repotting should be done regularly. 
• Do not water the tree if it is still wet.  The soil can be checked by using a chopstick stuck in the soil.  If there 
is any doubt of the moisture, the chopstick will be a good indicator.  This is especially useful for newly repotted trees 
which may take time to dry out with the reduced root mass. 
• Try to repot your trees regularly using a free draining soil.  Excessive root mass will prevent efficient 
drainage. 
• Use an anti-fungal spray on your trees during the wetter seasons. 
 
My trees have shown signs of improvement and they have taken on a deeper green colour.  I am awaiting signs of 
new bud growth to be confident that they are recovering.  I will repeat the anti-fungal dunking process to ensure the 
disease has been eliminated.  Repotting will most likely occur in Spring to remove any dead roots and rejuvenate the 
soil. 
 
(By A. Garcia) 
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PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH DIRECT DEPOSIT 

We are now taking payments by direct deposit for membership, workshops and bus trips. The details are as follows 
Bank of Queensland  Account name:  Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated 

BSB:  124 001  Account Number:  10112801 
REMEMBER you must put your surname in the reference section so we know who has paid. 

 

MEMBERSHIPS ARE OVERDUE 

If you would like to continue receiving the newsletter please see Jim to pay your dues, or pay online. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to Russel D, Michael & Linda D, Ben K and Grant F 

 

Notice Board 

Bimer Bonsai Club Activities 
  

March 2nd Lindsay Bebb 

March 30 & 31 Bimer Annual Show, Mt Coot tha 

April 6th Albert Garcia - Natives 

May 4th All day general workshop starts at 9 am 

June 1st Neutrog/ Photographing Bonsai 

June 22nd Bimer Bonsai Market Day 

July 6th All day workshop/ AGM 

August 3rd Workshop 9am / 1:30pm Pots with Bradley Barlow 

 
Other Bonsai Related Activities 

 

3rd March Ausbonsai Market Day, Auburn 

16-17 March Bonsai Horizons, Calamvale 

25-31 March Bonsai Week ANBPCA, Canberra 

26-28 April Bonsai by the Beach 

17-20 May 2019 AABC Melbourne Convention 

23-25 August The Tops Weekend 

Local Bonsai Shows 

20-22 September Toowoomba Show 

21-22 September BSQ Annual Show 

26-27 October Sunshine Coast Show 

3rd November Redlands Show 

9th November Gold Coast Tweed Show 

 


